IN SELMA 


GREEDY ENERGY COMPANIES 


Ken Olende tells the story behind anew film 
about Martin Luther King >>Pages 10&11 


THE STRUGGLE 


STEAL £3 BILLION FROM US 


STOP THE 
FUEL BILL 
ROBBERY 


ENERGY BOSSES have robbed 
£3 billion during the last two 
years through inflated prices— 
that’s £145 from every family. 

They’re continuing to boost 
their profits this winter, while 
two million families struggle to 
pay their bills. 

Yet wholesale gas prices have 
tumbled more than 20 percent 
since early December 2014. 

Bosses are boasting that 
they’ve passed on part of the 
price cut to ordinary people. 

EDF cut its gas bills by a 
measly 1.35 percent, while 
Npower dared to go as far as 
5.3 percent. These are crumbs 
compared to their profits. 


While the price cuts amount 
to an average of £21, bosses are 
making £37 more profit out of 
each household this year. 

Energy UK cartel head Law- 
rence Slade claimed, “You can’t 
suddenly pass the savings on 
in one chunk.” But even by the 
rules the bosses claim to use, the 
bill cuts could have been up to 
10.3 percent. 

The real problem is the 
market, which lets a handful of 
firms rake in profits and keep 
prices high. 

We should nationalise the lot 
without giving a penny to the 
energy bosses, and run them to 
meet people’s heeds. 


NATIONALISE THEM ALL NOW 


Dave Sewell on Syriza's first de eae 


ANTI-FASCISM 


Join protests 
to keep Nazis in 
the gutter 


THE ANTI-FASCIST protests 
in Oxford and Dudley this 
week will be important in the 
fightback against the Nazis, 
racism and Islamophobia. 

The English Defence 
League (EDL) was set to 
march in Dudley. 

And the French fascist 
Front National leader Marine 
Le Pen was set to speak at the 
Oxford Union. 


ANTI- RACISM 


Build 21 March 
demos as right 
ramps up racism 


THE MAINSTREAM parties 
and Ukip continue to ramp 
up racist scapegoating 
ahead of May’s general 
election. 

Their attacks underline 
the importance of the Stand 
up to Racism demos on 
21 March. 


SSS Sse 
ELECTION 


‘| feel much 
better after 
leaving Labour’ 


MANY LABOUR Party 
supporters are rightly 
sickened by Ed Miliband’s 
failure to offer a real 
alternative to austerity 
and racism. 

Some, who are concluding 
that the only option is to 
leave, spoke to Socialist 
Worker. 
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the TROUBLEMAKER 


THE THINGS 


THEY SAY 


‘Militant is a 
word we use 
to describe 
union leaders, 


feminists’ 


The Daily Mail objects to the 
BBC not calling ISIS terrorists 


‘Stop moaning. 
Read the 
speeches. Do 
some work. Your 
industry will be 
rewarded’ 


Labour’s Shadow Education 
secretary Tristram Hunt 
responds on Twitter to 
teachers’ critcism 


‘Radical new style 
of monarchy’ 


The Times looks forward to 
Prince Charles’ reign 


‘Immigrants born 
overseas will hold 
the balance of 
power’ 


Daily Express columnist 
Leo McKinstry panics over 
migrants voting 


‘Our aim is this 
-the best start 
in life for every 
child, wherever 
they’re from’ 


David Cameron, without a hint 
of irony, blames schools for 
failing children 


‘Yes’ 


Ed Miliband says he would be 
as good a friend to Israel as 
David Cameron if elected 


Labour chases Ukip votes by 
aping Ukip on immigration 


LABOUR HAS come up 
with a great strategy 
for taking on Ukip in 
the general election— 
try and sound the same 
as the racist party. 

Ukip is going into the 
election trying to scape- 
goat migrants for prob- 
lems ordinary working 
class people face. 

Rather than challenge 
this, Labour is pandering 
to it. 

One shocking leaflet 
was headlined, “Labour’s 
tough new response to 
immigration”. 

It pledged that a future 
Labour government would 
restrict migrants’ access to 
benefits, make sure public 
sector workers could “speak 
English” and recruit 1,000 
extra border staff. 


Teacher Stefan Simms 
was one of those unfortunate 


—_——— Stefan said, “Lammy origi- 
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working class over cuts. 


racist as 


appalling.’ 


“But to be Ukip-lite and 


well is utterly 


? 


everywhere — including in 
areas where Ukip and rac- 
ists such as the English 
Defence League are doing 
well.” 

Labour thinks it has 
to be racist to “connect” 
with the working class— 
because of course it thinks 
working class people are 


racist. 


Unfortunately some on the 


left swallow this bile too. 


The real problem with ser- 


vices isn’t that workers can’t 


Worker, “It’s bad enough that 
Labour is austerity-lite and is 
refusing to stand up for the 


STEFANO PESSINA (right), 
acting chief executive of Boots, 
said Labour was “not helpful 
for business, not helpful for the 
country and in the end, it probably 


won't be helpful for them”. 


Pessina moved the headquarters 
of Boots to Switzerland in 2007. 
It hasn’t paid any tax on its profits 


since. 


THE DAY after the 
Charlie Hebdo attack 
in Paris, a teacher at a 
primary school in Nice 
asked the class “Are you 
Charlie?” Eight-year-old 
Ahmed replied, “No, they 
caricatured the prophet. 
I’m with the terrorists” 
He was sent to the 
headteacher’s class and 
made to repeat 
what he said three 
times in front of 
the whole class. 
Ahmed, a 
diabetic, says 
the teachers 
also took 
away his 
insulin. 
And a 
when 
he 


French cop 


Get in 
touch with 


Socialist 
Worker 


WATCHING OUT for tax 


No insulin insult for 
French 8-year old 


was playing in the sandpit 
the headteacher told him, 
“Stop digging, you’re not 
going to find any machine 
guns to kill us all with”. 

Ahmed’s dad came with 
him to school to reassure 
him. So the headteacher 
called the police. 

Ahmed and his parents 
were taken to the police 


_ station for a grilling. 


Another child, aged 
police station in Aisne, 


allegedly shouting 
“Allahu akbar” 
during a minute’s 
| silence for Charlie 
Hebdo. Even the 
public prosecutor 
says there’s no 
evidence of this. 


Email reports@ 
socialistworker.co.uk 


Web www.socialistworker.co.uk 


Facebook “Socialist Worker (Britain)” 


Twitter @socialistworker 


Lammy has criticised the 
leaflet for pandering to Ukip. 


nine, was dragged to the 


northern France. for 


Local Labour MP David speak English—it’s that the 
Tories are slashing them to 


the bone. 


MPs plotted to knock over a 
BBC camera operator in the 
House of Commons—in the hope 
of stopping a new documentary on 
Westminster life, a film-maker 
says. 

Michael Cockerell said they 
were “right wing Tories...what 
Downing Street know as the 
berserkers, the naughty bench”. 


Child labour at core 
of Tory campaign 


TORIES ARE paying 
for kids to deliver 
election leaflets in key 
election battlegrounds. 
For instance in the 
marginal West Midlands 
seat of Halesowen and 
Rowley Regis—Tory 
membership 72—it 
has signed a deal 
with a distribution 
company to stuff 
Tory propaganda Sr 
through letter . 
boxes. i- * 
James Morris ~~ — 
is set to lose his 
wafer-thin 2,023 
majority to Labour. 
Morris is reduced 
to relying on 
paperboys and girls 
paid around £3.79 


an hour, the minimum 
wage rate for under-18s. 
The leaflet claims, 
“Delivered by your local 
Conservative team”. 
The MPs’ register 
reveals Morris’s local 
party banked £57,500 
last year in donations. 


@ocr’ Grant 
Shapps unveiled 
his party’s latest 
» attack documents, 
=, last week. He said 
‘=’ we had seen 
. 30 days of Labour 
chaos, but could 
only list 23 of them. 
He declared there 
were “one hundred 
years to go” until 
polling day. 


Tory canvasser 
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Milburn knows 
a lot about 
health profits 


FORMER LABOUR health 
secretary Alan Milburn said 
Labour should push through 
more health reforms or it 
would lose the elction. 
What kind of reform could 
he mean? Milburn knows a 
lot about health. He is 
@Chair of the European 
Advisory Board for 
Bridgepoint Capital, owners 
of Care UK 
@Chair of PwC’s UK Health 
Industry Oversight Board 
@Adviser to Lloyds 
Pharmacy Ltd 
@Member of Strategic 
Advisory Board at WellDoc, 
Inc 
@Chairman of 
iWantGreatCare 
The proceeds from these 
jobs go through AM Strategy 
Ltd. The last accounts 
show £1.76 million in cash 
as part of total assets of 
£2.42 million. 


TOFE OF 
THE WEEK 


Francis Maude 
Millionaire Minister 


@The MP has announced 
he is stepping down. 

His personal wealth is 
estimated at £3 million. 


@Maude has said Britain 
being described as a tax 
haven for the super-rich is 
a “compliment”. 

@Gloated that 90,000 civil 
service workers have lost 
their jobs on his watch. 


@He warned “but there 

is much to do—before 
the election and after—to 
ensure that the reforms 
are irreversible”. 


Mandelson 
mansion tax 
moaning 


LORD Mandelson of Foy 
and Hartlepool moaned 
last week, “I don’t happen 
to think the mansion 

tax is the right policy. 

I think it’s crude.” 

No homes in either 
Foy or Hartlepool have 
ever sold for more than 
the proposed £2 million 
mansion tax threshold. 

In whose interests could 
Mandelson—who lives in an 
£8 million Grade II listed 
Gothic home in London— 
possibly be acting? 


NEWS 


Marches and occupation 
show anger over housing 


by DAVE SEWELL 


A MASS demonstration last 
Saturday pushed the London 
housing crisis further up the polit- 
ical agenda. 

Council tenants fighting demoli- 
tion joined trade unionists and young 
people struggling to find homes in two 
marches that converged on City Hall. 

Some 5,000 people took part 
according to organisers Defend 
Council Housing (DCH) and the 
South London People’s Assembly. 

The Focus E15 mothers, who 
led a series of high profile actions 
since being threatened with eviction 
two years ago, led one march from 
Shoreditch in east London. 

Protester Sue told Socialist 
Worker, “Too many people’s lives are 
being disrupted. 

“If things don’t change there’ll be 
a lot more protests like this, and ona 
much bigger scale.” 

Poppy from Southwark was on 
the second march from Elephant and 
Castle in south London. 

She told Socialist Worker, “We’re 
going to end up with a capital city 
emptied of people because all the 
homes have gone to the super-rich.” 

Protesters assembled in the 
shadow of luxury private housing 
development Strata Tower. 


Rubble 

They marched past the rubble of the 
Heygate Estate where 1,100 council 
homes have been demolished. 

They went on past the Aylesbury 
Estate which is already being 
“decanted” of residents to prepare 
for demolition. 

One group went to occupy a trio 
of empty flats there at the end of the 
demo. 

Student and squatter Patrick told 
Socialist Worker, “The situation with 
housing is ridiculous, which a lot of 
people can identify with. And there’s 
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THE MARCH For Homes last week brought together London’ 


BACK STORY 


London’s luxury housing boom 
masks a crisis for ordinary people 
looking for somewhere to live 


®More than 344,000 Londoners 
are on council house waiting lists 


@The average house price is 
16 times the average salary. 


@A quarter of people rely on 
expensive, insecure and often poor 
quality private renting 


@For details of action go to 
defendcouncilhousing.org.uk 
radicalhousingnetwork.org 
marchforhomes.org 


strength in numbers—we saw that on 
the demonstration.” 

Residents have come forward to 
welcome the protesters. They say 
the estate is being run down to get 
rid of them. 

Agnes has lived there for more 
than 25 years. She told Socialist 
Worker, “I support the occupation— 
why should I listen to Southwark 
Council when they are trying to take 
away my home? 

“T pay a heating charge, but the 
place is freezing. I don’t know why 
they can’t refurbish it rather than 
knocking it down.” 

Tenants and leaseholders are 
meeting with occupiers this Saturday. 


's housing campaigners 


Picture: Guy SMALLMAN 


Southwark DCH supports the action. 

Tanya Murat told Socialist Worker, 
“We wanted the March for Homes to 
give confidence to everyone fighting 
to defend council housing, and it’s 
already achieved that. 

“The occupation at the Aylesbury 
estate is one example. Another is the 
way estate campaigns such as West 
Hendon or Cressingham Gardens are 
getting more exposure. 

“Council housing was portrayed as 
a problem to be solved—now people 
are recognising it’s the solution.” 

Campaigners plan a Love Council 
Housing day on 14 February, and a 
week of protests in the run-up to the 
mayor’s budget on 23 February. 


Stop attack on abortion 


TORY MP Fiona Bruce has 
launched an attack on abortion 
rights. 

She has tabled an amendment 
to the Serious Crime Bill, which 
is currently going through 
parliament. This would make it 
illegal to seek abortion 
on the grounds of sex 
selection. 

More than 70 MPs have 
backed the amendment. 

They claim they are 
supporting women’s rights 
because girl foetuses are 
more likely to be aborted. 

But this is an attempt 
to erode women’s rights. 

Newspapers have 
claimed sex selection 


Fiona Bruce 


abortion is common among 
Muslims because they don’t value 
girls. Yet the Department of Health 
has found no evidence of sex 
selection abortion in Britain. 

And the overwhelming majority 
of abortions take place before the 
sex of the foetus is known. 

We should defend 
a woman’s right to 
choose—regardless of 
her reason. 

Activists will protest 
when the amendment is 
due to be heard. 

Sadie Robinson 


Abortion Rights protest, Mon 
9 Feb, assemble 4pm, College 
Green (opposite parliament) 
abortionrights.org 
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IN BRIEF 


Egypt upholds 
death rulings 


THE DAY after the release 

of journalist Peter Greste, a 

court in Egypt upheld death 

sentences on 183 Muslim 

Brotherhood supporters. 
Some 1,400 political 

prisoners in total are awaiting 

execution. 

For solidarity campaign and 


13-14 February conference go to 
egyptsolidarityinitiative.org 


Cops face fresh 
complaints 


THE INDEPENDENT Police 
Complaints Commission 
is looking into 20 new 
complaints against South 
Yorkshire Police officers. 
These relate to the child 
abuse scandal in Rotherham 
revealed last August. Ten cops 
are already being investigated 
over allegations including 
failure to properly investigate 
rape and child abuse. 


Hillsborough 
fans ‘pushed’ 


AN INQUEST has heard how 
police pushed fans back 
into a deadly crush and 
threatened others with arrest 
during the 1989 Hillsborough 
football disaster. 

Fresh inquests into the 96 
deaths are continuing. 


More at socialistworker.co.uk 


Protest halts 
deportation 


AIR PASSENGERS in Australia 
have halted the deportation 

of a Tamil man by standing 
up as an airliner taxied at 
Melbourne airport. 

Activists had leafleted 
those boarding to explain that 
refugee Puvaneethan fears 
torture if he goes to Sri Lanka. 
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Cripple Creek 
strike begins 


Miners at Cripple Creek, 
Colorado, began a five- 
month strike on 7 February. 
The Western Federation 
of Miners won through 
militant tactics. It inspired 
other workers to unionise, 
including waitresses, 
laundry workers, 
bartenders and newsboys. 
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Syriza plans 


for end to 
austerity— 

and the rich 
fight back 


by DAVE SEWELL 


WORKERS REJOICED in Greece 
as the new government led by rad- 
ical left party Syriza announced its 
first moves last week. 

Cleaners picketing the Ministry of 
Finance were among some 20,000 
sacked public sector workers who 
prime minister Alex Tsipras pledged 
to rehire. The cleaners have fought 
for their jobs for nearly two years. 

Cleaner Sophia Tsagaropoulou 
said, “Finally, we won the battle— 
Tsipras has shown he has the will to 
do good things for the Greek people.” 

New ministers taking office 
on Tuesday of last week reiter- 
ated promises that would meet the 
demands of mass protests. 

They would halt the privatisation 
of the electricity company and the 
sell-off of its 67 percent majority 
stake of the port of Piraeus. 


Cabinet 

They would repeal the regressive 
university reforms students were 
protesting against in November, and 
grant Greek citizenship to the chil- 
dren of migrants. 

This helped offset the 
disappointment at a new cabinet 
that includes several right wingers 
(see right). Activists also pointed 
out that there are no women in 
the cabinet. As soon as Syriza 


Alex Tsipras at a Syriza rally 


Radical left party Syriza stormed 
to victory in the elections 


They have given hope to sacked 
workers by renewing promises to 
get them their jobs back 


They have also pledged to halt 
the privatisation of the electricity 
company and the port of Piraeus 


But many of the promises 
are on hold until it reaches a 
compromise with the EU 


Socialists are organising 
mobilisations to make sure there 
are no obstacles in the way of 
workers’ demands and that 
austerity is overturned 


announced its reforms, its enemies 
turned up the pressure. 

Within days Greek banks lost 
almost half their value on the stock 
market. And top officials at the 
European Union (EU) and German 
government insisted there would be 
no compromises on Greece’s debt. 

Greece’s current bailout agree- 
ment runs out on 28 February. 

The EU insists Greek banks can 
have no further assistance—and 
could run out of money—unless it 
agrees to a new one. 

This would mean more cuts and 
attacks on workers to pay for the 
bankers’ crisis. 


Picture: Guy SMALLMAN 
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In response Syriza leader Alexis 
Tsipras reiterated that the Greek gov- 
ernment won’t take unilateral action. 

This means many of its promises 
are on hold until it reaches a com- 
promise with the EU. 

The minister of education said new 
university laws would have to wait to 
avoid disrupting the academic year. 

The minister of industry 
announced that the boss who over- 
saw privatisation would stay at the 
top of the electricity company. 

The minister of labour said the 
planned minimum wage increase 
would have to come in stages. 

Panos Garganas, editor of 


IT OUT 


The amount Greece owes to the 
Troika of the ECB, EU and IMF 


Interest on Greek bonds 


The amount Greek banks lost 
in three days after Syriza was 
elected. This amounts to nearly 
40 percent of their value. 
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CLEANERS IN Greece (above) have been picketing the Ministry of Finance. Tsipras has pledged to rehire them 


Workers’ Solidarity, Socialist 
Worker’s sister paper in Greece, 
explained “The new government is 
trying to balance between two oppo- 
site pressures. 

“One is very visible—it comes 
from the markets, the right wing, 
and the political blackmail of the EU. 

“But the other is just as impor- 
tant—the expectations of people 
who voted for the left and want it to 
end austerity.” 

Workers at state broadcaster ERT 
have called a demonstration on 
Wednesday of next week to overturn 
its closure and get their jobs back. 
Anti-racists are preparing to march 


ry 


on 21 March. 

Panos said, “There are huge obsta- 
cles in the way of workers’ demands. 

“That’s why we are organising to 
make sure that they are met now, 
rather than waiting for a consensus 
with the EU. 

“Mobilisations like these will be 
vitally important in deciding if aus- 
terity is overturned in Greece—or 
if the new government is forced to 
keep implementing it.” 


On other pages... 
Ly Syriza and the state 
>>Pages 14&15 


‘Obligations’ to pay bankers 


NEW GREEK finance 
minister Yanis 
Varoufakis was in 
London on Monday to 
meet Tory chancellor 
George Osborne. 
Osborne, the baron 
who has slashed 
billions, “urged the 
Greek finance minister 
to act responsibly”. 
But Varoufakis 
horrified some of 
those looking to Syriza 
for hope when he 
outlined his plan for 


Yanis Varoufakis 


a debt restructuring 
deal to “put the Greek 
crisis away once and 


for all”. 

He underlined 
Greece's “obligations” 
to pay for the bankers’ 
bailout. 

Varoufakis 
emphasised that 
the tax-dodging rich 
should pay the most. 

But he also warned 
that a “budget 
surplus” to pay the 
debt would take 
priority over keeping 
Syriza’s spending 
promises. 
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Cancelling 
debt not on 
EU’s agenda 


FEW ARE hated in Greece as much 
as the “Troika”. 

This is an alliance of the 
European Union (EU), European 
Central Bank (ECB) and 
International Monetary Fund, which 
hold most of Greece’s debt. 

They send an official from each 
organisation every three months to 
inspect the government’s progress 
in making cuts and attacking 
workers. 

If they aren't satisfied, they 
can block the bailout money and 
plunge Greece into bankruptcy. 

In a hugely popular move, Syriza 
is refusing to talk to them. 

Since being elected, leading 
Syriza figures have been meeting 
politicians across Europe. 

Syriza wants to talk to the 
European Commission, the 
European Parliament and the 
“eurogroup” of finance ministers. 

It has moved the discussions to 
the highest levels of the institutions 
of the EU. 

They are discussing the amount 
Greece spends every year servicing 
its debt. Syriza wants to reduce 
this from 4.5 percent of Greece’s 
output to 1 or 2 percent. 

The official position of Syriza is 
that this will be good for everyone 
because it can make the economy 
grow faster, encourage investment 
and “restore social cohesion”. 

But what isn’t on the agenda is 
cancelling the debt. 

It will take struggle from below 
to make that possible. 


New right wing ministers 
seek to give reassurances 


THE NEW Syriza cabinet includes 
a few nasty surprises. The leader 
of the right wing nationalist 
Independent Greeks was made 
minister of defence. 

The foreign ministry was given 
to a defector from the social 
democrat party Pasok who is 
very vocal about the need for the 
left to be “patriotic”. 

The two of them hope to work 
in tandem to reassure both the 
generals and the diplomats that 
there will be no upsets in the 
new government. 

The police will be reassured 
too. The minister in charge of 
them is from the right. He is also 
in charge of immigration—and 
says he opposes Syriza’s policy of 
bringing down the new wall on 
the border with Turkey. 

His first statement was a 
pledge to “reconcile the police 
with citizens” who hate them. 

And his first act was to protect 
a rally of the fascist Golden 
Dawn last Saturday, with police 
vehicles blocking the streets. 

The date is always a rally for 
nationalists, including fascists. 


Golden Dawn member at rally 


It is the anniversary of a 
dispute in 1996 between Greece 
and Turkey. 

People expected this year to be 
different. 

But the only difference was 
the day started with the defence 
minister flying over the disputed 
island in an aggressive stunt. 


|WHAT WE THINK| 


DEMAND MORE THAN THE 
‘DEMOCRACY’ OF THE RICH 


ROM ATHENS to London 

via Edinburgh there are 

constant reminders 

of how the rich try to 

subvert democracy. 
The bankers and their friends do 
not accept that people in Greece 
have the right to vote against 
austerity. For the global elite, 
elections are acceptable only if 
they produce a compliant 
pro-business government. 

That’s why they are trying 
to undermine the new Greek 
government with threats and 
co-option. 

Bankers pulled money out 
of Greece. More of the same 
will follow if Syriza continues to 
threaten austerity and inspire 
others to resist. 

We have seen a tamer version 
in Britain. 

Before every general election 
businessmen try to scare people 
into voting Tory. 

Even the pallid challenge 
represented by the Labour Party 
is sometimes too much for them. 

This week the Tory press 
seized on remarks by Boots 
chairman Stefano Pessina who 
predicted “catastrophe” if Labour 
was elected. 

Pessina lives in Monte Carlo 


HEROES 


HE SUN newspaper 
revelled in the unashamed 
celebration of mass murder 
on Monday of this week. 
It ran a front page story on the 
“world’s deadliest” British sniper. 
Killing 90 people in one day in 
British-occupied Afghanistan made 
him a “hero” and a “legend” to the 
right wing rag. 
This unnamed killer was 
hailed as being “deadlier than the 
plague”. 
The Sun boasted that his 173 
person death toll “beats the 


with his £7.5 billion fortune, 
which helps him avoid taxes. 

Boots moved its formal 
tax residence from Britain to 
Switzerland following Pessina’s 
private equity-backed buyout 
in 2007. 

Other businessmen 
“spontaneously” followed. Lord 
Rose, former Marks & Spencer 
boss, accused Labour leader 
Ed Miliband of being a “1970s 
throwback”. 

This hardly came as a surprise. 
The Lord Rose of Monewden is 
a Tory member of the House of 
Lords, and advises the government 
on how to make NHS cuts. 

Then restaurant owner Luke 
Johnson trumpeted that the 


Elections are only 
acceptable if they 
produce a 
pro-business 
government 


OR MURDERERS? 


160 of American Sniper marksman 
Chris Kyle”.An editorial reminded 
us that RAF air strikes on Isis have 
helped wipe out 6,000 more. 

Papers such as the Sun miss no 
opportunity to denounce Isis, the 
group wreaking terror on swathes 
of Iraq and Syria. 

They condemn any footage it 
broadcasts of children apparently 
backing its atrocities. 

Such sentiments slipped their 
minds last November, when they 
cheered to mark the centenary 
the First World War. 


Get Socialist Worker 


every week 


If you liked this issue of 


Socialist Worker, why not subscribe? 
You'll receive 20 pages of news, analysis 
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For more details go to page 16, 
phone 020 7819 1171 or email 
circ@socialistworker.co.uk 
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Labour Party is “ignorant of 
the way markets and capitalism 
works”. 

Another group of bosses 
then ludicrously claimed that Ed 
Miliband had acted in a bullying 
manner by criticising Pessina. 

We saw similar moves during 
the Scottish referendum. 

Tory and Labour leaders lined 
up chief executives to claim that a 
Yes vote would trigger disaster. 

Bosses threatened that they 
would pull out their money and 
destroy thousands of jobs if 
people dared to challenge the 
present set-up. Their blackmail 
must be answered by struggle and 
defiance. 

Every concession by Syriza in 
Greece or by those who oppose 
the Tories here will trigger 
demands for further retreats. 

Labour leaders never miss an 
opportunity to insist they are the 
best friends of business. 

But when you embrace your 
sworn enemies, you feel it when 
they spit at you. 

Big business is the enemy of 
social progress. 

Real democracy means taking 
power away from a tiny elite and 
running society in the interest of 
the majority. 


This was slaughter on a scale 
that Isis will never come close 
to—and the ceremonies starred 
a 13 year old boy in military 
fatigues. 

The press and politicians cheer 
bloody wars that boost groups 
such as Isis, Al Qaeda and the 
Taliban. 

The West’s actions are often 
much bloodier than those of its 
enemies. 

The British media call Isis a 
“death cult”. It would seem it 
takes one to know one. 
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ANALYSIS 
CHARLIE KIMBER 


Labour is scared of 
radical alternative 


LABOUR PARTY leaders are terrified that millions of 
people will back more radical candidates at the general 
election, rather than lining up behind Ed Miliband. 

For months it has been clear that the Scottish National 
Party (SNP) is likely to gather up a rich harvest of previously 
Labour seats. And they will do so because they claim to 
be more left wing on key issues such as Trident nuclear 
submarines, the NHS, and resisting austerity. 

But now the Greens are consistently running at around 
6 percent across Britain. In response Labour has launched a 
desperate attack along the lines of “Vote Green, get Cameron”. 

It is a familiar blackmail. Labour leaders no longer believe 
they can inspire people to vote for them by the hope of real 
social change. 

Instead they are reduced to pointing to the horror of the 
alternative. 

Labour has set up a special unit to bash the Greens. It is 
headed by Sadiq Khan, the shadow justice secretary. After 
last year’s European elections he wrote a cringing letter 
to Ukip voters apologising for previous Labour policies on 
immigration and begging, “we will do everything to prove that 
we are on your side”. 

Potential Green voters receive no apology from Khan. 
Instead he says, “Voting for the Green Party...means more tax 
cuts for the rich, failures on climate change and the continued 
privatisation of the NHS.” 

He’s soft on the right, hard on radicals. 

Labour-supporting author Owen Jones calls on Labour 
to deal with the Green surge by moving left. But he warns 
that a large Green vote could imperil some Labour MPs. He 
argued that would mean, “five more years of the bedroom 
tax, the dismantling of the NHS and the stripping away 
of the welfare state. If Labour loses many Green voters 
will suffer ‘buyer’s remorse’: the exhilaration at voting for 
principles will be eclipsed by despondency at being saddled 
with another Tory government.” 


Enemy 

The slur that will be hurled at everyone who dares to put 
forward a left alternative to Labour is that, whatever your 
intentions, you are aiding the vile Tory enemy. When Socialist 
Worker supporters campaign as part of the Trade Unionist 
and Socialist Coalition (TUSC) they will hear this from Labour 
activists. 

This is wrong for two linked reasons. First, although there 
are differences between the Tories and Labour, in policy terms 
there is very little that divides them. 

The Tories will ram through further cuts, allow private 
companies to erode the NHS, hold down wages, back Israel, 
support US imperialism at all key points, refuse to abolish 
the anti-union laws and blame immigrants for problems in 
society. And so will a Labour government. 

The truth is that under Tony Blair basic Tory polices 
became unashamedly embedded in Labour leaders’ thinking. 
And Miliband has not reversed that. Labour is not going to 
be transformed into a genuinely socialist party, and the only 
ways it will be shifted left is by struggle in the workplaces, 
communities and streets and by the rise of a more left wing 
political alternative. 

Second, it follows that the strategic necessity for radicals 
and socialists is to create a genuine vehicle for working class 
political representation—one that challenges the rich and 
their system rather than embraces it. 

We need a class alternative to the Tories, Labour, the SNP 
and the Greens. 

You can’t seriously wish for “something better than Labour” 
without trying to make it happen—however tough that may 
be in the short-term. Of course TUSC won't stand against 
John McDonnell, Diane Abbott or Jeremy Corbyn. 

But such socialists are a small minority among Labour MPs 
today. 

Everyone who celebrates the victory of Syriza in Greece 
should remember that once it won only meagre votes— 

3.3 percent in 2003 and 4.6 percent in 2009. I’m sure there 
were supporters of the Labour-type Pasok party who said that 
if you voted Syriza you were just helping the right. 

But it was right to put forward an alternative to Pasok. 

Reject Labour’s blackmail. Organise, campaign and vote for 
TUSG, for socialists, for the left. 


Dont let shoddy offer stop 
the fight to save the NHS 


Unions were wrong 

to call off the health 
strikes but activists 
say there is still time 
to resist, writes 
Tomas Tengely-Evans 


MANY HEALTH workers 
are angry that their unions 
suspended a walkout that 
was planned in England for 
Thursday of last week. 

It’s crucial they fight to get 
the strikes back on in defence 
of the NHS, and workers’ pay 
and conditions. 

Four health unions, 
Unison, Unite and the GMB 
and Society of Radiographers 
—as well as the Royal College 
of Midwives—wrongly sus- 
pended the walkout after last 
minute talks. 

Tory health secretary 
Jeremy Hunt’s refusal to 
give even 1 percent pay rise 
proposed by a review body 
prompted the dispute. 

But the new deal on offer 
doesn’t give workers a penny 
more this year 

Karen Reissmann, Unison 
national and health ser- 
vice group executive (SGE) 
member, spoke to Socialist 
Worker in a personal capacity. 

She said, “The Tories are 
now offering workers a 1 per- 
cent consolidated pay rise for 
next year. 

“But because there’s no 
change this year, it’s not even 
a real pay rise. 

“This has made people 
more pissed off.” 

And the health strikes were 
about much more than pay. 

Last autumn’s strikes 
showed that the NHS can 
become a focus for working 
class resistance to austerity. 

Karen said, “This is a 


AMBULANCE WORKERS on strike last Thursday in Belfast. The Unite and GMB unions 
went ahead with the strike as they did not receive the same offer as in England 


completely wasted oppor- 
tunity. We had the Tories 
on the run, with less than 
90 days to go until the gen- 
eral election where the NHS 
is a major issue. 

“The last thing they want 
is health workers standing 
on picket lines saying there’s 
something fundamentally 
wrong with the system we 
work in.” 


Bosses 

Even health bosses in 
England’s largest hospitals 
were refusing to sign off on 
their annual budget agree- 
ment last week. 

NHS financial watchdog 
Monitor is trying to force 
hospitals to cut 3.8 percent 
through “efficiency savings”, 
but it is has now been forced 


to delay imposing the deal. 

This is just one sign of the 
pressure that the Tories and 
NHS bosses are under. 

Unfortunately, it’s not just 
the Tories who wanted to see 
the health strikes suspended. 

Union leaders were hoping 
to use the health strikes to 
hurt the Tories, and to shape 
Labour’s agenda. 

Labour has made the NHS 
its major issue in the general 
election campaign. 

But while it hopes to be 
seen as the champion of the 
NHS, it is still committed 
to the Tory pay freeze and 
public spending cuts. 

A deal to end the health 
workers’ strikes would avoid 
the unions having a dispute 
with a potential Labour gov- 
ernment in the run-up to 


May’s general election—and 
for a whole year afterwards. 

But last autumn’s health 
strikes showed what the real 
alternative to austerity. 

Campaigners organised 
a health question time in 
Bolton last week. 

“Righty people came and 
they all gave the Tories a 
hard time,” said Karen. “It 
really showed people’s anger 
against what they’re doing 
and the potential.” 

Unison’s health SGE was 
set to meet on Tuesday to 
decide how it will consult its 
members. If workers reject 
the proposal, Unison has said 
it would call its members out 
on 13 March. 

Every activist now has to 
fight for a No vote and get the 
action back on. 


Defend victimised PCS union rep Candy Udwin 


NATIONAL Gallery bosses 
in London have suspended 
PCS union activist 

Candy Udwin. 

The move came on 
the eve of a five-day 
walkout at the gallery 
over privatisation (see 
page 19). 

Bosses accused Candy 
of breaching commercial 
confidentiality by sending 
an email to her union 
full time official with a 
draft of questions to ask 
management. 

They related to the cost 
of bringing private firm 
CIS into the gallery as a 
strike-breaking force. 


Candy (left) with Mark Serwotka on Tuesday 


Bosses hoped to 
undermine the strike by 
victimising a leading rep. 

But Candy joined defiant 
workers and supporters on 
the picket line outside the 
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gallery in central London 
on Tuesday of this week. 
PCS general secretary 
Mark Serwotka said, “We 
should tell the National 
Gallery that this strike 


cannot be ended peacefully 
if they continue to try and 
victimise Candy and try and 
undermine the union.” 

Left wing Labour MP 
John McDonnell also 
pledged his support. 

Former victimised 
health worker Dave Carr 
brought a £107 donation 
from St Thomas’ hospital 
in south London. 

He said, “We are all in 
this fight together. The 
impact you have is your 
solidarity.” 

Annette Mackin 

Sign the PCS statement to 
reinstate Candy at 
tinyurl.com/|3tvkug 


Build 21 March demos as 


right ramps up racism 


by KEN OLENDE 


THE MAINSTREAM parties and 
media are continuing to ramp 
up racist scapegoating ahead of 
May’s general election. 

Their attacks underline the 
importance of the Stand up to 
Racism and Fascism demonstrations 
on 21 March. 

The Tories and Ukip are target- 
ing Muslims and migrant workers. 

David Cameron claimed last week 
that Britain would be a “better, 
stronger country” if less migrants 
came here. 

The Labour Party has produced 
a leaflet promising to be tough on 
immigration (see page 2). 

Our rulers are using last month’s 
Charlie Hebdo killings in Paris as an 
excuse to increase repressive state 
powers. 

The British government is push- 
ing a new terror bill through 
parliament. 

It is a rehashed version of the 
“snooper’s charter”, which would 
give spooks powers to snoop on 
people’s online communications. 

The police are demanding that all 
officers be issued with tasers. 


Commons 

But the campaign to build the 
21 March demonstrations was 
boosted by a meeting held in the 
House of Commons last week. 

Left wing Labour MP Diane 
Abbott called on people to support 
the demonstrations. 

She said, “It’s never been more 
important to remind our friends, 
our neighbours, our children and 
our children’s friends that issues 
about racism, Islamophobia and 
Antisemitism are not issues of the 
past. 

“These issues are very much pre- 
sent and with us.” 

Unite Against Fascism (UAF) 
joint secretary Weyman Bennett 
reminded the meeting, “Tommy 
Robinson of the English Defence 
League (EDL) did not give up 
because he realised the EDL was 
racist and Nazi. 

“It was because we stopped him 
in Tower Hamlets and Walthamstow 
and elsewhere. 

“Black, white, Muslim, Christian, 
Jewish, gay, straight—we stopped 
him together. 

“That is a tradition we have to 
build on.” 

Leon Silver from the East London 
Central Synagogue also spoke at the 
meeting. 

He said, “If you read the press 
and listened to the media, you 
would believe that I as a Jew still 
living in Tower Hamlets am some- 
how frightened to walk down the 
streets.” 

But he said, “Our diversity is our 
strength, this is our glory. 
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STAFF AND students in Newham Sixth Form Coll 


Islamophobia and racism after the Charlie Hebdo killings last month 


“We don’t go in fear of 
each other.” 

Momentum is beginning to grow. 
Local meetings are taking place 
around Britain to prepare for the 
demonstrations and campaigners 
are booking coaches. 

The EIS teachers’ and FBU fire- 
fighters unions were the latest 
groups to back the demonstration 
in Glasgow last week. 

Weyman said, “Six weeks before 
the election, we have to have rage 
on the streets. 

“We represent the majority of 
people.” 


Stand Up to Racism and Fascism 
demonstrations on 21 March 
London 

12 noon, central London. 

Followed by a rally in 

Trafalgar Square, WC2N 5DN 
Glasgow 

llam, George Square, G2 1DU. 
Facebook #M21Scot Stand up to Rac- 
ism and Fascism—Stand up to Ukip 
—all Scotland march and rally 
Cardiff 

11:30am, Clare Gardens, 

Riverside, CF11. 

Followed by a march to City Hall in 
Cathays Park CF10 3ND. 

For a list of transport go to 
standuptoracism.org.uk 


Meet a pg UR Ye candidate 


THE TRADE Unionist and 
Socialist Coalition (TUSC) 
will stand parliamentary 
candidates in May’s general 
election to give an alternative 
to racism and austerity. 

Disabled People Against Cuts 
(Dpac) activist Rob Punton 
is standing in Birmingham’s 
Perry Barr constituency. 

Rob told Socialist Worker, 

“| have thirty years experience 
as a disabled activist. 

“So taking action against 
the attacks on Independent 
Living Fund (ILF) benefit 
and social workers will be a 
big part of my campaign” 

He explained that 
his campaign would 
link up with the 
wider community. 

“Disability is about 
the barriers that stop 
people from taking 
part in their 
communities,” 


ege, east London, organised a 


he said. 

“The Tories, Lib Dems and 
Labour are trying to divide 
us. But as socialists, we have 
to break down those barriers 
by working together.” 

Rob added, “We’re in 
a multicultural area, so 
my campaign will also be 
about fighting racism and 
Islamophobia—immigration 
is not a problem.” 

Some argue that people on 
the left should vote Labour to 
keep the Tories and Ukip out. 

But Rob said, “Labour 
is not standing up for 
working class people. 

“They even support 
attacks on welfare. 

“So that’s why we’re 
_ standing—we need 
someone who stands 
up for our rights. 
», We're giving 

"4, a proper 
alternative.” 
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UKIP 


Activists take on 
the lies of Ukip 


ANTI-RACISTS FORCED Ukip 
leader Nigel Farage to cancel 
opening a party campaign office 
in Herne Bay, Kent, last Saturday. 

He cancelled due to “security 
concerns”, but campaigners 
held a protest regardless. 

The victory followed a Stand 
Up to Ukip (Sutu) protest in 
Bradford, West Yorkshire, on 
Thursday of last week. 

Around 60 protested outside 
the Midland Hotel where Ukip 
was launching its local election 
campaign. 

Campaigner Umit Yildiz 
told Socialist Worker, “The 
demonstration was diverse and 
predominantly young. 

“It included a National Union 
of Students representative, UCU 
and NUT union members and 
students. 

“Despite a heavy police 
presence, some protesters got 
into the event and disrupted it. 
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Ukip candidate Donald Grewar 


“Ukip only managed to attract 
30 people to the launch.” 

Sutu is organising local 
activities and has also called 
a protest at Ukip’s spring 
conference in Margate on 
28 February. 

Campaigners in Harlow, Essex, 
have planned a day of action this 
Saturday. 

Adam Cochrane told Socialist 
Worker, “We'll partly focus on 
voter registration because we 
know a low turnout is one of the 
things that could let Ukip in. 

“We're also taking a 
delegation to the protest at 
Ukip’s spring conference.” 

Activists in Leeds will launch 
a Stand Up to Ukip group on 
Tuesday 17 February. 

Meanwhile, Cambridgeshire 
activists have announced 
several days of action. 

And campaigners took to the 
streets of Thanet on Friday and 
Saturday of last week to expose 
Ukip’s lies. 

Ukip also faced more 
“embarrassment” last week. 

This time the party’s Newport 
East candidate Donald Grewar 
praised a message on the 
Nazi British National Party 
(BNP) website. It referred to a 
statement that described LGBT 
people as “fascist perverts” and 
“paedophiles”. 

He also backed an 
Islamophobic statement from the 
racist English Defence League 
writing, “Well done EDL.” 

Ukip said it is investigating. 
Sadie Robinson 
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Ukraine calls for 
Western arms 


THE UKRAINIAN government 
is calling for Western military 
support as fighting with 
pro-Russian separatists in 
eastern Ukraine intensifies. 

A fragile ceasefire brokered 
between Ukraine and the 
Russian-backed separatists 
last September fell apart in 
January. 

Russia is reeling under the 
pressure of US and European 
Union (EU) sanctions, and low 
oil prices. 

But it is still determined to 
keep Ukraine out of the West’s 
influence. 

More arms will only fuel the 
fire, as the conflict is driven by 
rivalry between the US and the 
EU on one hand, and Russia on 
the other. 


Turkish strike 
banned by state 


WORKERS MARCHED through 
the Turkish capital Ankara 
last Sunday in protest at a 
government ban on a strike. 
Some 15,000 metal workers 
walked out on indefinite strike 
on Thursday of last week 
demanding a wage increase. 
But the following day the 
Turkish government banned the 
action for 60 days, claiming it 
damaged national security. 


Activists are calling for solidar- 
ity. Send messages of support to 
eyupozer@gmail.com 


Israel destroys 
over 500 homes 


ISRAELI FORCES demolished 
the homes of 1,177 Palestinians 
in 2014 in addition to their 
attack on Gaza, according to a 
United Nations (UN) report. 

The report shows that 
Israel destroyed 590 homes in 
occupied East Jerusalem and 
the West Bank last year. 

And Israel has demolished 
another 77 homes since the 
start of January, displacing 
110 Palestinians. 

Half of them are children. 


FIGURE IT OUT 


590 


Palestinian homes destroyed 
by Israel in East Jerusalem 
and the West Bank last year 


1,177 


Palestinians displaced as a 
result 


77 


More homes already destroyed 
by Israeli forces so far this 
year 
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Anti-fascists push back 
Islamophobic Pegida 


ue KEN OLENDE 


ANTI-RACIST campaigners 
in Germany have pushed the 
Islamophobic Pegida movement 
into crisis. 

Five of Pegida’s leading mem- 
bers resigned in the past week, 
saying that they were worried the 
organisation was being taken over 
by fascists. 

They plan to set up a splinter 
organisation called the Movement 
for Direct Democracy in Europe. 

Pegida had a meteoric rise over 
the past few months with demon- 
strations for “European” values. 

It first appeared as a street move- 
ment that organised demonstra- 
tions blaming refugees—and spe- 
cifically Muslims—for Germany’s 
social and economic problems. 

But outside of the eastern city 
Dresden, anti-racist counter pro- 
tests consistently outnumbered it. 

Phil Butland is a socialist who 
lives in Berlin. He told Socialist 
Worker, “With the exception of 
Dresden and maybe Leipzig, coun- 
ter-mobilisations meant that those 
locals who had been to the early 
demontrations stopped going, leav- 
ing a Nazi core.” 


Cancel 
Pegida was forced to cancel more 
and more of its protests. 

Its current crisis began when its 
first leader was forced to resign. He 
was pictured on his Facebook page 
posing as Adolf Hitler. 

The others on the leadership 
committee claim they hadn’t real- 
ised his far right beliefs. 

But even inside the organisation 
many accepted that its sister organ- 
isation in Leipzig, Legida, was a far 
right grouping. And Leipzig was the 
one place outside their stronghold 
in Dresden where they believe that 


SPAIN 


ONE OF the huge counter demonstrations against the racist Pegida movement 


they have real grassroots support. 
Yet 30,000 anti-fascists coun- 
tered their 5,000-strong demon- 
stration. Each subsequent Pegida 
march has been smaller, while the 
anti-fascist protests have grown. 
Dirk Stegemann from the anti- 
Nazi VVN group said, “Pegida 
emerged as a symptom of bad devel- 
opments in wider current policies. 
“Neither racism nor social chau- 
vinism will disappear if Pegida and 
its offshoots disappear. But in any 
case we shouldn’t be too hasty to 


Rally for radical party 


UP TO 300,000 people rallied in 
Madrid’s Puerta de Sol square 
last Saturday in a “March for 
Change” called by new radical 
party Podemos. 

This was where the 
“Indignados” protest movement 
erupted in May 2011, ushering 
in three years of militant mass 
movements against austerity. 

This time the focus was on 
elections. 

Podemos strategist Inigo 
Errejon told the crowd, “Too 
many times we have protested 
without anybody listening. 

“We’re here to celebrate that 
in 2015 the people will take back 
our sovereignty and take back 


our country.” 

Podemos’ eyes are on the 
general election that will 
probably take place in December. 

Right wing prime minister 
Mariano Rajoy could delay it, 
and Podemos hopes to stop him. 

Podemos now leads the 
polls, riding on a wave of anger 
against corruption and austerity. 

It grew out of the hopes 
generated by collective 
struggles. Its leadership poses 
elections as a solution to the 
frustrations of those struggles. 

But it will take a deepening of 
these movements to make those 
hopes a reality. 

Dave Sewell 


predict their disappearance.” 

He added, “On top of this, the 
question remains as to whether 
playing down the Pegida problem 
has not already caused a shift to the 
right. The fact that right wing and 
racist attacks have doubled speaks 
for itself.” 

Phil said, “It’s too early to tell if 
Pegida is finished as an organisa- 
tion, but the ground on which it 
grows is still fertile. 

“The right had two marches 
planned for Monday evening, 


IRELAND 


the main Pegida one and a paral- 
lel demo in Marzahn, east Berlin, 
against a local refugee centre. 

“The organisers have announced 
that the Marzahn march is off, pre- 
sumably so they can gather together 
on the main demonstration. 

“This is a sign of their weakness, 
not their strength.” 


On other pages... 
Ly Alex Callinicos on Syriza’s 
strategy>>Pages 14&15 


Popular rebellion’ is not over 


THOUSANDS OF people took to 
the streets around Ireland last 
Saturday to demand water charges 
be scrapped. 

In Dublin some 20,000 people 
turned out. Over 4,000 marched in 
Letterkenny in County Donegal. 

Protests also took place in most 
other cities and towns. 

People Before Profit MP Richard 
Boyd Barrett said, “The friends 
of the government, in various 
quarters, have been hoping and 
wishing the massive popular 
rebellion against water charges 
and the wider austerity agenda 
would end—they are sorely 
mistaken.” 

Simon Basketter 


Marching against water charges 


Email letters@socialistworker.co.uk 
Post Socialist Worker, PO Box 42184, London SW8 2WD 
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Who’s in 
the ruling 
class? 


A RECENT report on the 
rich calculated who the top 
one percent are based on 
the property they own. But 
this tells us little. 

When Marx talked about 
private property, he meant 
ownership of the kind of 
property from which profit 
can be made. 

He didn’t mean personal 
property—ownership of a 
washing machine, for 
example. 

Capital is property 
from which profit is made 
—and ownership of this 
determines the direction 
of a society. 

You can’t make a profit 
out of living in a house. 

You might be able to rent 
out part of it to help pay 
the bank or building society 
who only let you live in it 
as long as you can make 
the mortgage payments. 

But the rift between a 
house owner and someone 
who owns a factory or a 
mine or land is vast. 

Lumping homeowners in 
with people at the top is 
deceiving as it camouflages 
the power of the wealthiest. 

That 1 percent must span 
a huge divide between 
people who own a house in 
London valued at £500,000 
and the tiny number who 
control vast wealth. 

They can move their 
empires of wealth across 
continents in search of a 
faster profit, close down 
production, throw 
thousands out of work and 
raise or lower the price of 
food or oil. 

People who own a house, 
whatever its market value, 
are not in power. 

Julia Richardson 
Swansea 


Tories’ new bill hides 
real roots of terrorism 


TORY HOME secretary 
Theresa May’s new 
anti-terror bill seeks to turn 
British people against 
Muslims by promoting an 
agenda of finger-pointing 
and suspicion. 

It amplifies the portrayal 
of Muslims as “alien” amid 
a climate of increasing 
Islamophobia and racism. 

And it implicitly 
dismisses the government’s 
responsibility towards 


international law. that would hold all the and women are oppressed. But he did find time to buildings in memory of far right. 

What becomes blame. US president Barack fly to Saudi Arabia—a tyrants. Stacey Mackay 
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Are socialists wrong to 
challenge the Green Party? 


I AM quite dismayed by your 
coverage of the Green Party and 
the “Green surge”. 

The only article has been 
negative (Are the Greens Radical? 
Socialist Worker, 24 January). 

Why aren’t the Socialist Workers 
Party (SWP) forging links with the 
Greens? It seems to me that you 
have far more in common with 
them than with the Labour Party. 

Surely it is not a competition as 
to who is the most radical? Or did 
I get that wrong? 

Surely it is about getting a 
fairer, more egalitarian society? 

Marx was a great thinker and 
theorist. But he was a man of his 
time and he certainly did not 
have all the answers—especially 


THE HYPOCRISY of our 


not for the 21st century. 

We have the potential for a 
united left here. Let’s not waste 
that opportunity or spoil it with 
divisive nit-picking. Let’s unite 
against the common enemy. 

Name and address provided 


THE “Green surge” proves that a 
lot of people want an alternative 
to austerity. 

And the left within the Greens 
has done well to push their party 
into filling this gaping hole in the 
run-up to the elections in May. 

Anyone who is against austerity 
and cuts is a friend of Socialist 
Worker readers. 

But we also have to be honest 
about our disagreements. 


The Greens’ strategy ignores the 
limitations of an electoral route 
towards building a fairer society. 

The structure of the entire 
electoral system is built around 
maintaining the position of the 
ruling class. 

Even the most radical policies 
will not be enough to change this. 

We need to use this election to 
empower the working class, build 
resistance, and expose the 
contradictions of capitalism. 

When people feel confident 
enough to run society for 
themselves it will be revolution, 
not elections, that brings about 
real change. 

James Pettefar 
South London 


Free speech hypocrites mourn tyrant 


indeed British people, must 
fully recognise that the 
cause of terrorism is the 
“War on Terror”. 

Otherwise not only will 
we see the West continue to 
impose its “clash of 
civilisations” on the Muslim 
world, we will see it 
recreated here in West 
itself. 

Despite all their 
smokescreens, it would be 
the Western “bully nations” 


leaders knows no bounds. 

Following the Charlie 
Hebdo attacks, David 
Cameron went to Paris to 
chant the French 
Revolution slogan of 
“Liberty, Equality, 
Fraternity” 

On hearing of the death 
of King Abdullah, Cameron 
and Prince Charles flew to 
Saudi Arabia—a one-family 
state where there are 
almost no elections, 
political parties are banned 


King Abdullah 


the dead or their families. 


human rights. 

Saudi courts routinely 
pass sentences of death, 
maiming and torture. 

In this country the Tories 
would like to repeal the 
Human Rights Act. 

But at the same time 
they believe in the divine 
right of unelected monarchs 
to carry out any amount of 
atrocities against their 
subjects with no questions 
asked. 

Meanwhile they fly flags 
at half mast on our public 
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Justa 
thought... 


Don’t stop 
Nazis speaking 


| DISAGREE about not 
allowing Nazis to speak 
(Socialist Worker, 

31 January). 

We need to have them 
out there so their sheer 
lunacy and hate speech 
can be shown up for the 
utter dross and nonsense 
it is. 

Banning them merely 
increases their appeal. 

Karl Nicholas 
on Facebook 


Right to say 
no platform 


FREEDOM OF expression 
is always a tough one. 

But we do have laws 
against incitement to 
racial hatred. 

And if Nazis’ views 
reinforce and legitimise 
those of fledgling racists 
surely it is best to stop 
them and not allow them 
a platform. 

Kerryann Lund 
on Facebook 


Apple’s rotten 
to the core 


APPLE HAS become the 
world’s most valuable 
company, posting profits 
of £12 billion and sitting 
on £119 billion in cash. 

But it’s easy to make 
obscene profits if your 
workforce work 60 hours 
a week, 18 days in a row, 
for £1.12 an hour. 

It also helps if you can 
evade taxes. 


Sasha Simic 
North London 


Labour is best 
we can get 


IT’S A shame there is no 
credible socialist party 
in Britain that stands 

a chance of getting 
elected. 

The best we can hope 
for is the moderate left 
Labour Party, and it is 
struggling to connect 
with the British public. 
lan Almond 
on Facebook 


No chance of 
British Syriza 


| AGREE that we just 
have to make do with a 
Labour Party that is run 
by public school boys. 

Labour is the best of a 
bad lot. 

| can’t see Britain 
electing a radical left 
party like Syriza in 
Greece. Unfortunately 
most people seem to be 
leaning more towards the 
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WO YEARS after 

becoming prime minis- 

ter, David Cameron took 

time out from attack- 

ing multiculturalism to 

praise “the visionary 
leadership of Martin Luther King 
and inspirational actions of the Civil 
Rights movement”. 

No world leader would say a word 
against King today. 

But it was different in the 1960s, 
when the Civil Rights movement 
clashed with the US state and the FBI 
secret police tried to blackmail King. 

Alabama cops savagely beat Civil 
Rights protesters fighting for their 
right to vote in Selma, Alabama. 

Police officer James Bonard Fowler 
shot protester Jimmie Lee Jackson 
twice in the stomach, and he died a 
few days later. 

Jackson had been rushing to get in 
between his 82 year old mother and 
the cops who were beating her with 
batons. 

US president Barack Obama was in 
office by the time Fowler was finally 
charged with murder in 2010. 

But he only served two months 
in prison after pleading guilty to 
manslaughter. 

King’s “I have a dream” speech and 
the 1964 Civil Rights Act that banned 
the South’s segregationist Jim Crow 
laws are often presented as the move- 
ment’s final word. 

But the campaign in Selma to win 
the right to vote for black people 
came after this. 

This campaign in particular 
showed the campaigners’ heroism— 
but also how the pressures put on the 
movement were pulling it in different 
directions. 

While the Jim Crow laws had been 
abolished in 1964, Southern states 
still enforced a series of bylaws that 
effectively banned black people from 
voting. 

Newly elected US president 
Lyndon B Johnson told King that he 
wouldn’t support immediate voting 


FEATURE 


Martin Luther King (left) and his 
wife Coretta Scott King, led the march 
from Selma to Montgomery, Alabama 


Racist sheriff Jim Clark, right, was 


determined to stop them from 
winning the vote—whatever it took 


(C 


Police attacked 
with whips and 
electric prods as 
they marched out 
of Selma 


Cops brutally attacked the protesters 


reform. He wanted to keep segrega- 
tionists in his own Democratic Party 
on side. 

So Selma was picked to start the 
campaign, as activists were already 
organising there. 

People marched to the city hall to 
register to vote, but were bureaucrat- 
ically delayed, beaten and arrested. 
Over 2,000 had been imprisoned by 
the end of February, including King. 

Disagreement broke out about how 
to deal with Alabama’s solidly racist 
governor George Wallace and the 
local authorities, which seemed more 
prepared to compromise. 

King and his Southern Christian 
Leadership Conference (SCLC) 
believed that a national campaign 
was most important. 

But the Student Non-Violent 
Coordinating Committee (SNCC), 
previously the movement’s student 
wing, opposed the SCLC’s method of 
sweeping in for a few months with a 
high publicity campaign. 

It argued that focusing on locally 
rooted organisations was crucial. 


>» NE SIGN of the shift- 
ing politics was that 
Malcolm X visited the 
campaign, just weeks 
) before being assassi- 
= nated in New York. 

He had previously spoken against 
the Civil Rights movement’s passive 
character. But now he told King’s wife 
Coretta, “If the white people realise 
what the alternative is, perhaps they 
will be more willing to hear Dr King.” 

Selma’s racist sheriff Jim Clark shut 
off the street lights during the night 
time demonstration on 18 February 
when Jimmie Lee Jackson was shot. 

This led protesters to change tac- 
tics, and plan a march to Alabama’s 
capital Montgomery. 

But police brutally attacked pro- 
testers using tear gas, electric prods 
and horse whips as they marched 
out of Selma across Edmund Pettus 
Bridge. Local Civil Rights leader 
Amelia Boynton, 53, was beaten 
unconscious. The bridge was 
named in honour of a US civil war 
Confederate general, who went on to 
become a Ku Klux Klan leader. 

The New York Times newspaper 
reported, “The troopers rushed for- 
ward, their blue uniforms and white 
helmets blurring into a flying wedge 
as they moved. 

“The first 10 or 20 Negroes 
were swept to the ground 
screaming, arms and legs , 
flying and packs and - 
bags went skitter- 
ing across the grassy 
divider strip and on to the 
pavement on both sides,” 

These events 


STRUGGLE IN 


SELMA 


A protest for voting rights shows how the Civil Rights movement radicalised and spread even 
after Martin Luther King’s ‘I have a dream’ speech, as a new film celebrates, writes Ken Olende 


became known as “Bloody Sunday”. 
Two more marches followed. 
Police stopped the first march, but 
didn’t attack it after King agreed to 
return to Selma after praying on the 
bridge. Nevertheless, that night rac- 
ists murdered marcher James Reeb. 
Embarrassed by the terrible inter- 
national publicity, president Johnson 
sent troops to protect the march- 
ers and banned local voting 
discrimination. The third 
march got through to 
Montgomery— 
protected by = 
nearly 4,000 © Pos ! 


Amelia Boynton knocked out by cops 


*, 


focusing the attention of the nation 
and the world today on the flagrant 
denial of the right to vote, we are 
exposing the root cause of racial 
segregation. 

“Racial segregation as a way of 
life did not come about as a natu- 

ral result of hatred between the 
races immediately after the 
Civil War. 

“The segregation of the 
races was really a political 
strategy ... to keep the south- 
ern masses divided and south- 

ern labour the cheapest in the 
land.” 


a, . ELMA WAS 
gh a major vic- 

" tory, but it 
— also showed 
ee that vot- 


ay i‘ = » ing reform 
“= would not end racism or 


_--¥ exploitation. 

King had already announced 
the movement had to shift 
its focus to the North. By 
August he was campaign- 
ing in the Los Angeles 
Watts ghetto after anger 
exploded in an urban uprising. 
California’s governor sent 15,000 
armed police and National Guard 
troops to suppress it. They killed 
34 people and arrested 4,000. 

The uprising represented an 


A marcher in white face paint draws attention to voting apartheid 


Is non-violence the answer? 


MARTIN LUTHER King made clear 
in notes he wrote during the Selma 
campaign that his strategy relied 
on forcing the US state to step in. 

He wrote, “L. non-violent 
demonstrators go into the streets 
to exercise their constitutional 
rights; 2. racists resist by 
unleashing violence against them; 

“3. Americans of conscience 
in the name of decency demand 
federal intervention and 
legislation; 


“A. the Administration, under 
mass pressure, initiates measures 
of immediate intervention and 
remedial legislation.” 

This had proved an effective 
tool, but many younger radicals 
in the movement rightly started 
questioning it. 

No one at the top could be 
looked to as an ally. The struggle 
against racism had to challenge 
rulers’ ability to divide the workers 
against each other. 


abandonment of King’s non-violent 
tactics. He “deplored” it, but rightly 
said that “the economic deprivation, 
racial isolation, inadequate housing 
and general despair of thousands of 
Negroes” were to blame. 

He visited Watts a year later as 
part of a voter registration drive, 
but this wasn’t in the South. Black 
people had the right to vote—but on 
the whole didn’t see anyone worth 
voting for. 

King had come to understand 
that radical change was needed to 
improve poor people’s lives, talking 
in private about it being a “form of 
socialism”. 

But others realised that more 
revolutionary change was required. 
Stokely Carmichael, who would head 
the SNCC after his work in Selma, 
broke with non-violence and called 
for Black Power the next year. 

The Lowndes County Freedom 
Organization, a local black party 
set up as part of SNCC’s registration 
drive, first used the more famous 
Black Panther Party’s symbol in 1965. 

King himself continued to move 
leftward. He was one of the first 
national figures to come out against 
the Vietnam War, and was support- 
ing a Memphis refuse strike when 
he was assassinated. King was also 
in the process of arranging a second 
March on Washington—this time 
focusing on poverty. 


Socialist Worker 


Politically astute 
portrait brings a 
movement to life 


SOME and HESKETH BENOIT 


THE FILM Selma depicts the 
events leading up to Dr Martin 
Luther King’s historic march 
from Selma, Alabama, to the 
capital Montgomery. 

Director Ava DuVernay 
revisits those events with frank 
immediacy and dramatic flair. 

Her shrewd portrait of the 
Civil Rights movement—and 
King himself—at a critical 
crossroads is as politically astute 
as it is psychologically aware. 

She manages to avoid making 
it either a dutiful biopic or a 
stale history lesson. 

DuVernay gives the audience 
a human scale King, rather than 
the public face typified by his 
“I have a dream” speech. 

King is presented as a valiant 
leader sullied by weariness, 
self-doubt and FBI-sponsored 
subversion. 

The portrayal is bolstered by 
Paul Webb’s intricate, 
well-researched script. 


Captivating 

British actor David Oyelowo’s 
attentive lead performance is 
captivating and he is able to 
fully channel King’s tenacious 
vigour—save for a few accent 
slip-ups. 

The film has many solid 
and highly contextualised 
performances, showing the 
extremes of the 1960s US. 

Tim Roth as racist Alabama 
governor George Wallace, rapper 
Common as civil rights leader 


C 
This film dares 
audiences to ask 
whether anything 
has changed in 
the US today 


James Bevel and Carmen Ejogo 
as Coretta Scott King stand out. 

The sheer enormity of King’s 
achievements make him a 
daunting subject for a biopic. 

But Selma tackles it by 
focusing on a section of his 
story that feels somehow 
representative of his journey as 
a whole. 


Hunger 

This approach recalls Steve 
McQueen’s Hunger, which 
examined Bobby Sands and the 
IRA Hunger Strikes. 

It resembles Selma in its 
fascination with the contentious 
politics, charismatic leadership 
and government and media 
manipulation. 

While the landmark 1964 
Civil Rights Act had legally 
desegregated the South, towns 
like Selma remained very 
dangerous places to be a black 
person. 

DuVernay has made the kind 
of film which is a catalyst for 
curiosity and a bastion for social 
justice. 

It sharpens one’s sense to the 
ways in which King’s ethics, and 
the struggle for voting rights are 
still relevant today. 

When presented with the 
horrific violence that police 
subjected protesters to in 1965, 
one can’t help but think of recent 
events in Ferguson, Missouri. 

In 2014, unarmed protesters 
were subjected to similarly 
violent acts by representatives of 
the state. 

DuVernay goads audiences 
to question what indeed has 
changed in US society, where 
politicised acts of violence 
are able to take place, both 
domestically and internationally. 

It is evident that she remains 
sympathetic to the protesters 
throughout. 

Selma is an unflinching 
account of our recent political 
past. It should be able to shake 
the most apathetic from their 
despondency. 

Selma goes on general release on 
Friday 6 February 


David Oyelowo as Martin Luther King in director Ava DuVernay’s new film Selma 
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WHAT WE 
STAND FOR 


These are the core politics of 
the Socialist Workers Party. 


INDEPENDENT WORKING 
CLASS ACTION 

Under capitalism workers’ labour 
creates all profit. A socialist 
society can only be constructed 
when the working class seizes 
control of the means of production 
and democratically plans how they 
are used. 


REVOLUTION NOT REFORM 
The present system cannot be 
patched up or reformed as the 
established Labour and trade 
union leaders say. 

It has to be overthrown. 
Capitalism systematically 
degrades the natural world. 
Ending environmental crisis 
means creating a new society. 


THERE IS NO 
PARLIAMENTARY ROAD 

The structures of the present 
parliament, army, police and 
judiciary cannot be taken over 
and used by the working class. 
They grew up under capitalism 
and are designed to protect the 
ruling class against the workers. 

The working class needs an 
entirely different kind of state—a 
workers’ state based upon 
councils of workers’ delegates and 
aworkers’ militia. 

At most parliamentary 
activity can be used to make 
propaganda against the present 
system. 

Only the mass action of the 
workers themselves can destroy 
the system. 


INTERNATIONALISM 

The struggle for socialism is 
part of a worldwide struggle. 
We campaign for solidarity with 
workers in other countries. 

We oppose everything which 
turns workers from one country 
against those from other countries. 

We oppose racism and 
imperialism. We oppose all 
immigration controls. 

We support the right of black 
people and other oppressed 
groups to organise their own 
defence. We support all genuine 
national liberation movements. 

The experience of Russia 
demonstrates that a socialist 
revolution cannot survive in 
isolation in one country. 

In Russia the result was 
state capitalism, not socialism. 
In Eastern Europe and China 
asimilar system was later 
established by Stalinist parties. 
We support the struggle of 
workers in these countries against 
both private and state capitalism. 

We are for real social, 
economic and political equality 
of women. We are for an end 
to all forms of discrimination 
against lesbian, gay, bisexual and 
transgender people. 

We defend the right of 
believers to practise their religion 
without state interference. 


THE REVOLUTIONARY PARTY 
To achieve socialism the most 
militant sections of the working 
class have to be organised into a 
revolutionary socialist party. 
Such a party can only be 
built by activity in the mass 
organisations of the working class. 
We have to prove in practice 
to other workers that reformist 
leaders and reformist ideas are 
opposed to their own interests. 
We have to build a rank and file 
movement within the unions. 


To join us, turn to page 16 or go to 
Wwww.swp.org.uk 

or phone 020 7819 1170 for 
more information 


WHAT’S ON & 


{ SOCIALIST WORKER 
PUBLIC MEETINGS 


PORTSMOUTH 

Greece after the elections— 
can Syriza bring change? 
Wed 11 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Somerstown Central, 

Rivers St, P05 4EZ 


{ SOCIALIST WORKER 
BRANCH MEETINGS 
Weekly meetings to discuss 
political issues and our local 
interventions. All welcome. 


ABERDEEN 

Why we needa 
revolutionary party 

Thu 12 Feb, 7pm, 

The Snug, Mia Cameron’s, 
6-8 Little Belmont St, 
AB101JG 

BARNSLEY 

Pride, politics and 
protest—a revolutionary 
guide to LGBT liberation 
Wed 11 Feb, 7pm, 

YMCA, Blucher St, 

S70 1AP 
BIRMINGHAM: CITY CENTRE 
Rich versus poor—the 
British economy today 
Thu 12 Feb, 7pm, 

Priory Rooms, 

Quaker Meeting House, 
40 Bull St, B4 6AF 
BRADFORD 

Whatis class? 

Wed 11 Feb, 7pm, 

Equity Centre, Perkin House, 
82 Grattan Rd, BD1 2LU 
BRIGHTON 

The Establishment— 
who are they and how 

do we stop them? 

Wed 11 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
Ship St, BN1 1AF 
BRISTOL: NORTH 

Can governments ever 
rule for the majority? 
Thu 12 Feb, 7.30pm, 

The Canteen, 5th Floor, 
Hamilton House, 

80 Stokes Croft, 

BS1 3QY 

CAMBRIDGE 

Pride, politics and 
protest—a revolutionary 
guide to LGBT liberation 
Thu 12 Feb, 7.30pm, 

CB2 Cafe, 

5-7 Norfolk St,CB1 2LD 
CARDIFF 

Pride, politics and 
protest—a revolutionary 
guide to LGBT liberation 
Wed 11 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Cathays Community Centre, 
Cathays Terrace, CF24 4HX 
CHELMSFORD 

A guide to Marxist 
economics 

Thu 19 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
Rainsford Rd, 

CM12QL 

CHESTERFIELD 

Isis and 
counter-revolution 

—a Marxist analysis 

Thu 12 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Market Halls, 

Market Place,S40 1PB 
COLCHESTER 

How do we stop the Tories 
privatising the NHS? 
Tue 10 Feb, 7.30pm, 

The Odd One Out, 

28 Mersea Rd, 

C02 7ET 

COVENTRY 
Revolutionaries 

and elections 

Wed 11 Feb, 7.30pm, 
West Indian Centre, 

159 Spon St, 

CV13BB 

DERBY 

Syriza, the Greek 
elections and the fight 
against austerity 

Thu 12 Feb, 7pm, 

West End Community 
Centre, Mackworth Rd 
(next to Britannia Mill), 
DE22 3BL 


Email your meetings to events@socialistworker.co.uk or phone 020 7819 1170 


PUBLIC MEETINGS 


Stand up 

to Racism— 
Stand up 
to Ukip 
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DONCASTER 

Isis and 
counter-revolution 
—a Marxist analysis 
Wed 11 Feb, 7pm, 
Women’s Centre, 

21 Cleveland St, 
DN13EH 

DUNDEE 

Fracking, capitalism and 
the future of energy 
Wed 11 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Dundee Voluntary Action, 
10 Constitution Rd, 
DD11LL 

EDINBURGH 

Politics and anti-politics— 
what is the way forward? 
Wed 11 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
7 Victoria Terrace, 
EH12JL 

ESSEX 

The bloody history of 
British imperialism 
Thu 5 Mar, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 
Rainsford Rd, 

CM1 2QL 

EXETER 

Isis and 
counter-revolution 
—a Marxist analysis 
Thu 19 Feb, 7pm, 

New Horizon Cafe, 

47 Longbrook St, 

EX4 6AW 

GLASGOW: NORTH 
Antisemitism and 
Islamophobia—a 
Marxist analysis 

Wed 11 Feb, 7.30pm, 
O’Neill’s in Merchant 
Square, 

71 Albion St, 

G1LINY 
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GLASGOW:SOUTH 
Fracking—what do 
socialists say? 

Thu 12 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Govanhill Baths, 

99 Calder St, G42 7RA 
HARLOW 

Have women achieved 
equality? 

Thu 19 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Friends Meeting House, 

1 Church Leys, CM18 6BX 
HUDDERSFIELD 

Arebel’s guide to 
Eleanor Marx 

Wed 11 Feb, 6.30pm, 
Brian Jackson House, 

2 New North Parade 
(near train and bus stations), 
HD15JP 

IPSWICH 

Can socialism come 
through parliament? 

Tue 3 Mar, 7pm, 

Labour Club, 

33-35 Silent St, 

IPL1TF 

KIRKCALDY 

Syriza,the Greek 
elections and the fight 
against austerity 

Mon 9 Feb, 7.30pm, 

Betty Nicol’s Pub, 

297 High St, KY1 1JL 
LANCASTER 

How radical are the Greens? 
Thu 12 Feb, 7pm, 

Friends Meeting House, 
Meeting House Lane,LA1 1TX 
LEEDS: CITY CENTRE 

The crisis in the Middle 
East—whoare Isis and 
where do they come from? 
Thu 12 Feb, 7pm, 

The Swarthmore 
Education Centre, 


P TO UKIP 


LEEDS 
Tue 17 Feb, 7pm, 


Leeds Civic Hall, 
Calverley St, 
LS11UR 


LONDON:LEWISHAM 
Tue 10 Feb, 7pm, 
Goldsmiths University, 
Room RHB 342, 

Main Building, 
Lewisham Way, 

New Cross, 

SE146NW 
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2-7 Woodhouse Square, 
LS31AD 

LIVERPOOL 

Socialists and elections 
Wed 11 Feb, 7pm, 

Brink Cafe, 21 Parr St 
(near Concert Square), L1 4JN 
LONDON: BRENT & HARROW 
How should socialists 
organise today? 

Thu 12 Feb, 7.30pm, 

The Pepperpot Centre, 
laThorpe Close, 

Ladbroke Grove (very close 
to the station), W10 5XL 
LONDON: BRIXTON 

Arebel’s guide to 

Eleanor Marx 

Wed 11 Feb, 7pm, 

Vida Walsh Centre, 

2b Saltoun Rd (near 

Effra Rd, facing Windrush 
Square), SW2 1EP 
LONDON:EALING 
Hackgate —the Tories, police 
and media corruption 
Wed 11 Feb, 7.30pm, 

W3 Gallery, 

185 High St, Acton, W3 9DJ 
LONDON:HACKNEY 
Terrorism in the 

Middle East — what 

do socialists say? 

Thu 12 Feb, 7.30pm, 

The Round Chapel, 

2 Powerscroft Rd (corner 
Lower Clapton Rd),E5OPU 
LONDON:HORNSEY 

AND WOOD GREEN 

Can the Labour Party win 
the general election and 
will it end austerity? 

Wed 11 Feb, 7.45pm, 

West Indian Cultural Centre, 
9 Clarendon Rd, 

Haringey, N8 ODD 


LONDON:LEWISHAM 
Pride, politics and 
protest—a revolutionary 
guide to LGBT liberation 
Wed 11 Feb, 7.30pm, 
West Greenwich Community 
and Arts Centre, 

141 Greenwich High Rd 
(near Greenwich main 

line and DLR Station), 
SE108JA 
LONDON:NEWHAM 
Weapons of mass 
distraction—does the 
media control our minds? 
Wed 11 Feb, 7pm, 
Stratford Advice Arcade, 
107-109 The Grove (next 
to Morrisons car park), 
E151HP 

LONDON: SOUTHWARK 

The marketisation 

of education 

Thu 12 Feb, 7pm, 

The Grand Union, 

Snug Room, 

26 Camberwell Grove (off 
Camberwell Church St), 
SE58RE 

LONDON: TOTTENHAM 

The revolutionary 

ideas of Karl Marx 

Wed 11 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Kitabevi Cafe, 

410 Tottenham High Rd, 
N179JB 
LONDON:WALTHAM FOREST 
Syriza,the Greek 
elections and the fight 
against austerity 

Wed 11 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Quaker Meeting House, 

1a Jewel Rd (off Hoe St), 
E17 4QU 

MANCHESTER: CHORLTON 
The crisis in mental health— 
fighting for better services 
Wed 11 Feb, 7pm, 

Proof bar, 

30 Manchester Rd, 
M219PH 
MANCHESTER: CITY CENTRE 
Women’s liberation 

and socialism 

Thu 12 Feb, 7pm, 

Friends Meeting House, 

6 Mount St, 

M25NS 
MANCHESTER:LONGSIGHT 
AND LEVENSHULME 

After Syriza’s election 
victory —can we vote 
ourselves out of austerity? 
Wed 11 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Swad Cafe, 

608 Stockport Rd (next to 
the Immigration Law Centre), 
Longsight, M13 ORQ 
NEWCASTLE 

How radical are the Greens? 
Thu 12 Feb, 7pm, 

The Labour Club, 

11 Leazes Park Rd, 
NE14PF 

NEWPORT 

After the Charlie 

Hebdo shootings in 
France—religion, free 
speech and racism 

Tue 17 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Emlyn Room 1, 

Newport Centre, 

1 Kingsway, NP20 1UH 
NORWICH 

Arebel’s guide to 
Eleanor Marx 

Thu 12 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Vauxhall Centre, 

Johnson Place, NR22SA 
NOTTINGHAM 

How radical are the Greens? 
Wed 11 Feb, 7.30pm, 
International 

Community Centre, 

61b Mansfield Rd, 
NG13FN 

OXFORD 

Ukip—the ugly 

face of politics 

Wed 11 Feb, 7.30pm, 
Restore, Manzil Way (off 
Cowley Rd),OX41YH 
ROTHERHAM 

Is revolution possible? 
Wed 18 Feb, 7pm, 

Bridge Inn, 

Greasbrough Rd (near bus 
and train stations), S60 1RB 


ROYAL LEAMINGTON SPA 

Rich versus poor—the 

British economy today 

Thu 12 Feb, 7pm, 

The Fox and Vivian, 

32 Clarendon Ave, CV32 4RZ 

SHEFFIELD 

The revolutionary paper— 

why we sell Socialist Worker 

Thu 12 Feb, 7.30pm, 

Central United 

Reformed Church, 

60 Norfolk St (near 

Crucible Theatre), 

$12JB 

SOUTHAMPTON 

Socialists and elections 

Wed 11 Feb, 7.30pm, 

High Street Cafe, 

153 High St, S014 2BT 

WOLVERHAMPTON 

AND WALSALL 

How radical are the Greens? 

Thu 12 Feb, 7.30pm, 

Grain Store, 

King St, WV1 1ST 

YORK 

What does imperialism 

look like today? 

Wed 11 Feb, 7.30pm, 

Sea Horse Hotel, 

4 Fawcett St, 

YO10 4AH 

{ MOVEMENT } 
EVENTS 

DORCHESTER 

After the Charlie 

Hebdo shootings in 

France—religion,racism 

and free speech 

Sat 14 Feb, 1.30pm, 

Colliton Club (opposite 

County Hall), 

Colliton Park, 

DT11XJ. 

Organised by Dorset Socialists 

LONDON 

Jim Cronin 1942-2014:a 

celebration of his life 

Sat 7 Feb, 3pm, 

Jacksons Lane Theatre, 

Studio One, 

269a Archway Rd, 

N6é5AA 

The Three Degrees—the 

Men Who Changed British 

Football Forever 

Book launch with author 

Paul Rees. This story of how 

inthe 1978-79 season West 

Brom became the first British 

football team to field three 

black players— Cyrille Regis, 

Laurie Cunningham and 

Brendon Batson. 

Mon 16 Feb, 6.30pm, 

Bookmarks Bookshop, 

1 Bloomsbury St, WC1B 3QE. 

bookmarksbookshop.co.uk 

NATIONAL 

Unite Against Fascism 

national conference 

Speakers include Diane 

Abbott MP, Ken Livingstone, 

PCS general secretary Mark 

Serwotka and CWU general 

secretary Billy Hayes. 

Sat 21 Feb, 9.30am-4pm, 

TUC Congress House, Great 

Russell St, London WC1B 3LS. 

uaf.org.uk 

Stand Up to Ukip national 

demonstration 

Protest at Ukip’s Spring 

Conference. 

Sat 28 Feb, assemble from 

12 noon, outside Margate Train 

Station. 

standuptoukip.org 

Marxism 2015 festival 

Thu 9— Mon 13 Jul, 

Central London. 

marxismfestival.org.uk 


REVIEWS & CULTURE a 


FESTIVAL 


Migrants tind betrayal and 
solidarity in Cold War US 


A new production of Arthur Miller’s play A View from the Bridge in Bolton 
brings Brooklyn’s migrant community to life, writes Dave Gibson 


Photography 


ARTHUR MILLER’S play A View 
from the Bridge was a brilliant 
response to the pressures of 
US Cold War politics. 

Right wing senator Joe McCarthy 
was leading a witch hunt against 
“Communists”. But Miller refused to 
testify against his fellows—unlike his 
friend Elia Kazan who’d previously 
produced his plays. 

Kazan tried to justify this betrayal 
in his film On The Waterfront, which 
presented collaborating with the 
state against corrupt union bosses as 
a good thing. 

Miller’s play 
devastating reply. 

His hero Eddie Carbone is a 
Brooklyn docker, who lives with 
his wife Beatrice and adult niece 
Catherine. 

Red Hook is a close knit immigrant 
community in Brooklyn, New York. 
There’s a particular hatred of anyone 
who betrays “illegals” to what’s 
known as “The Immigration”. 

This latest production at the 
Octagon makes full use of the 
theatre’s arena stage to display 
Red Hook’s community spirit— 
in particular, its anger at treachery. 


remains a 


Illegally 

Two of Beatrice’s Sicilian cousins are 
smuggled illegally into the US, and 
stay with the Carbones. Marco and 
Rodolpho have come from Italy’s 
poverty stricken south to work and 
support their families. 

The production explores the sexual 
tension in the Carbone’s household. 
Eddie has unspoken desires for 
Catherine, which begin to affect his 
relationship with Beatrice. 

The production’s power comes 
through exploring these passions. 
Things begin to come to a head when 
Catherine develops an attraction for 
the single Rodolpho. 

This makes Eddie become increas- 
ingly emotionally unstable. 

Miller’s narrator is Alfieri, a local 
lawyer, who provides commentary on 
events from the beginning. He tells us 
that he was powerless to the stop the 
“bloody course” of events, after Eddie 
dobs his rivals into the authorities. 

It means that we know the play’s 
end from the beginning. 

Director David Thacker’s latest 
Miller production is as powerful a 
take on the play as I have ever seen. 

It brings out the humour and 
warmth in the Carbone household, 
and also gives Eddie some humanity 
as he struggles with his inner demons. 


BBC TV PRESENTER Mike Eghan at Piccadilly Circus (London 1967), by photographer James Barnor 


Picture: VICTORIA AND ALBERTY Musuem. SuPPoRTED BY THE NaTIONAL LOTTERY THROUGH THE HERITAGE LoTTERY FUND 


Documenting black history in London 


EXHIBITION 


STAYING POWER—PHOTOGRAPHS 
OF BLACK BRITISH EXPERIENCE, 
1950s—1990s 

Black Cultural Archives, 

London SW2 1EF 

Until 30 June 

bcaheritage.org.uk 


A View from the Bridge 

Directed by David Thacker 
Octagon Theatre, Bolton BL1 1SB 
Tickets from £17. Until 14 February 
octagonbolton.co.uk 


THIS NEW photographic 
exhibition was inspired by Peter 
Fryer’s book Staying Power—the 


History of Black People in Britain. 

It focuses on historical 
moments and that capture the 
experiences of black people in 
Britain. 

It features portraits, 
documentary and staged 
photographs from post-war years 
to the 1990s. And the range 
of topics it covers span from 
from mass migration to hip-hop 
fashions in south London. 

Staying Power features the 


work of 17 professional and 
amateur photographers. 

But it also features artefacts 
from struggles—some of which 
were donated by Unite Against 
Fascism. 

The centre is in Brixton’s 
Windrush Square, and also runs 
educational programmes linked 
to this excellent exhibition. 

This is a companion exhibition 
to one of the same name in the 
V&A Museum. 


FLATPACK FILM FESTIVAL 
Birmingham, 

19-29 March 
flatpackfestival.org.uk 


THE FLATPLACK Film 
Festival returns to 
Birmingham next month, 
with more independent 
film and art. 

Headline events 
include The Films of Roy 
Andersson, the Swedish 
director who’s well 
known for his minimalist 
sketches. 

Tickets have just gone 
on sale. 


BOOK 


PICKED UP, PATCHED UP 
AND SENT HOME—WHY 
| LOVE THE NHS 

Carl Walker 

Buried River Press 

Out on general release on 
27 February 


IN THIS book, Carl Walker 
presents a collection of true 
stories about people whose 
lives have been held together 
by those who work in the 
NHS. 

The book will be available 
at a series of meetings 
hosted by local NHS 
campaigns to launch the 
book. 


PICKED UP, 
PATCHED UP 


Carl Walker’s new book 


TOP 5 BOOKS 


Bestsellers at Bookmarks, 
the socialist Bookshop 


The Ghetto Fights— 
Warsaw, 1943-45 


Marek Edelman 


A Rebel’s Guide to 


Trotsky 


Esme Choonara 


Phone 020 7637 1848 
bookmarksbookshop.co.uk 
Why not visit the shop 

at 1 Bloomsbury Street, 
London WC1B 3QE 


Socialist Worker 


7 February 2015 


T’S HARD to overstate 
the historic significance of 
the election victory of the 
radical left party Syriza in 
Greece last month. 

The left has drawn close 
to power in Greece before. As 
the Second World War ended, 
the Communist Party’s role 
in the resistance to the brutal 
German occupation put it at 
the head of a broad national 
coalition. 

Britain and then the US inter- 
vened to reimpose the monar- 
chy in a bloody civil war. 

In the early 1960s student 
protests and workers’ strikes 
drove a mass movement against 
the monarchy. 

Again, the Communist Party 
(KKE) was very influential. In 
April 1967 the military seized 
power to block a victory by the 
left. 

Now a party originating in a 
series of splits from the KKE is 
in government. 

Will Greek and international 
capital allow it to survive when 
earlier left movements were 
crushed? 

In the Guardian last week 
Paul Mason portrayed Syriza’s 
victory as largely a result of the 
charisma, “professionalism and 
discipline” of its leader Alexis 
Tsipras. But social and political 
earthquakes have much deeper 
roots. 

Greek society entered the 
neoliberal era already fractured 
by the traumas of the occupa- 
tion, civil war, and dictatorship. 

It has seen in the past 
30 years the most intense social 
struggles in Europe under gov- 
ernments of both the centre left 
(Pasok) and centre right (New 
Democracy, ND). 

These peaked in 2010-12 in 
response to the imposition of a 
brutal austerity regime at the 
behest of the “Troika”. This is 
the European Commission (EC), 
European Central Bank (ECB), 
and International Monetary 
Fund. 


Turmoil 

Some 32 general strikes along- 
side occupations of city squares 
and mass protests threw Greece 
into turmoil. 

Syriza’s advance from a rel- 
atively marginal party to chal- 
lenger for government in barely 
two years was a product of 
these mass movements. 

The social base of Pasok, 
dominant in Greek politics since 
the early 1980s, evaporated. 
Syriza became the main party 
of the urban working class in 
the elections of May and June 
2012. 

But intense campaigns of 
fear allowed ND under Antonis 
Samaras to squeeze ahead and 
form another pro-austerity 
government. 

The sheer material suffer- 
ing that austerity has caused is 
something no developed capi- 
talist society has experienced 
since the 1930s. 

This tilted the electoral bal- 
ance further leftwards. So did 
some determined struggles, 
including against the fascists 
of Golden Dawn and Samaras’ 


HISTORY & THEORY &*? 


Nikos Poulantzas 


attempt to shut down the state 
broadcaster ERT. 

The combined vote of the 
radical left was nearly 42.5 per- 
cent, including the KKE and 
the Anticapitalist Left Front 
(Antarsya) which have consid- 
erable influence in the workers’ 
and student movements. 

Syriza offered a programme 
of measures aimed at reversing 
the worst effects of austerity. 
But the new government faces 
a strategic problem. 

Greece is bound in a 


WORKERS WHO have been fighting 
redundancies at a Syriza rally in 


Athens last month 


The hard core 
of the state can 
only be beaten 
through 
workers’ action 


Picture: Guy SMALLMAN 


straitjacket of austerity by the 
“memoranda of understand- 
ing” signed by successive Greek 
governments and the EC in 
2010-12. 

Originally Syriza said it 
would scrap these memoranda 
while keeping Greece within 
the eurozone. 

More recently its spokes- 
people—for example, the 
new finance minister Yanis 
Varoufakis—have dropped the 
promise to scrap the memo- 
randa. They emphasise instead 


renegotiating the terms on 
which Greece repays its debt. 

Many mainstream econo- 
mists support this idea. It’s 
widely acknowledged that 
Greek public debt, 175 percent 
of national income, is too high 
to be repaid. 

The problem is that this is 
flatly rejected by EC president 
Jean-Claude Juncker, German 
chancellor Angela Merkel, and 
other dominant figures in the 
EU. For the German ruling class, 
austerity is a way of maintain- 
ing its high-export, low-infla- 
tion economic model. 


HE ECB’S recent 

decision to intro- 

duce quantitative 

easing—effectively 

printing money to 

revive the euro- 
zone economy—was a political 
defeat for Merkel. 

She will be worried that a 
concession to Greece will lead 
to similar demands to relax aus- 
terity elsewhere in Europe. 

Podemos, the rising new 
party in the Spanish state, 
hopes to follow Syriza’s exam- 
ple. More mainstream politi- 
cians in Portugal, Italy, and 
even France would be happy to 
see Germany’s grip on the euro- 
zone weakened. 

So the Tsipras government 
faces very powerful external 
pressures. How can it overcome 
them? 

Marxist political theorist 
Stathis Kouvelakis, a leading 
figure on the left of Syriza, 
recently argued that in Greece 
“we see a confirmation of 
the attitude of Gramscian- 
Poulantzian option, of seiz- 
ing power by elections, but 
combining that with social 
mobilisation.” 


Seized 


He went on, “The state has to 
be seized from the inside and 
from the outside, from above 
and from below.” 

Nicos Poulantzas, another 
Greek Marxist political theorist, 
in the late 1970s advocated “a 
struggle within the state”. 

This would be “designed to 
sharpen the internal contradic- 
tions of the state, to carry out 
a deep-seated transformation 
of the state” supported by new 
“structures of direct democracy 
at the base”. 

There are two problems with 
such a strategy. 

First, there are limits to “the 
internal contradictions of the 
state”. In particular, a viable 
capitalist state needs the repres- 
sive apparatuses—the army, 
police, security and intelligence 
services—to remain committed 
to preserving the existing order. 

Revolutionary Marxists— 
including Antonio Gramsci as 
much as Lenin or Trotsky— 
have always argued something 
different. The only way to coun- 
ter this coercive core of the state 
is through building up the alter- 
native forms of power created 
by workers in the course of their 
struggles. 

This leads to the second 
problem. The typical pattern 
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of left governments is that they 
tend to block this process, both 
to preserve their own authority 
and to increase their bargaining 
room with the ruling class. 

For example, the Popular 
Unity government of Salvador 
Allende in Chile discouraged 
the formation of “cordones”— 
coordinations created by work- 
ing class activists—in the lead- 
up to the military coup of 
September 1973. 

Since early 2012 the level of 
strikes and protests in Greece 
has fallen sharply as working 
people waited for a Tsipras 
government. 

Syriza supporters blocked 
a national teachers’ strike in 
May 2013 that could have 
relaunched the anti-austerity 
movement. Kouvelakis admits, 
“we don’t have...strong and sta- 
bilised organisations of the sub- 
altern classes from which we 
can fight in situations of pro- 
tracted confrontation.” 

The extraordinary basis on 
which the new government 
has been formed, as a coali- 
tion with the right-wing anti- 
austerity Independent Greeks 
(Anel), points towards further 
demobilisation. 

Mason justifies this decision 
as a way to “create a stable gov- 
ernment for Syriza”, which is 
two seats short of a parliamen- 
tary majority. 

But he undermines his own 
argument by pointing out that 
“Syriza can rely on the support 
or abstention of 15 communist 
MPs in any economic measures 
against austerity.” 


OT ONLY was the 

coalition unnec- 

essary, it brought 

into government 

what Kouvelakis 

calls “a party of 
the right, one that is partic- 
ularly concerned to protect 
the ‘hard core’ of the state 
apparatus”. 

Its leader, Panos Kammenos, 
a homophobe and Antisemite 
with links to Greece’s big ship- 
owners, now heads one section 
of this hard core as minister of 
defence. 

His presence will make it 
much harder to build the unity 
of “native” Greek and migrant 
workers for which anti-rac- 
ist campaigners have been 
striving. 

Meanwhile the police 
is known to contain many 
Golden Dawn supporters. 
Despite the jailing of its 
leader, Golden Dawn is far 


from finished. It came third WW" 
a 


Hated Greek cops 
(top), volunteers 
at Syriza’s 
election HQ 
(above), Giorgos 
Papadopoulous, 
one of the colonels 
who seized power 
in 1967 (below) 


in the election with 6.28 per- 
cent of the vote, little less than 
it won in 2012. 

So Syriza faces powerful 
antagonists both internally and 
externally. It will not overcome 
them thanks to its ministers’ 
charm or negotiating skills. 

The strength of the left in 
Greece depends on the revival 
and further expansion of the 
mass movement that developed 
so explosively 2009-12. 

Revolutionary socialists 
should celebrate the new gov- 
ernment’s victory and sup- 
port the progressive measures 
—. it takes. But the entire Greek 
» radical left will be judged by 


\ he (sal how successfully they pro- 


. mote working people’s self- 


= em Oo eanisation, confidence, 
ee ", and combativity. 


4 That is where the power 
to end austerity lies. 


A ‘New’ Reformism? 
—A Critique of the 
Political Theory of Nicos 
Poulantzas 
by Colin Barker in 
International Socialism 4 
isj.org.uk/?id=294 

The Challenge of 
Podemos 
in International 
Socialism 145 
http://bit.ly/1zxfn5V 


State, Power and 
Socialism 
by Nikos Poulantzas 
Published by Verso 
AOE) 


Available at Bookmarks, 
the socialist bookshop. 
Phone 020 7637 

1848 or go to www. 
bookmarksbookshop. 
co.uk 
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(creek workers shouldnt 
pay the bankers debts 


PEOPLE IN Greece are furious 
that austerity is being imposed 
on them in exchange for 
bailouts of the government's 
debt to the bankers. 

Greece owes £188 billion to 
the “Troika”—the European 
Central Bank (ECB), European 
Union (EU) and International 
Monetary Fund (IMF). 

It has imposed a 
“memorandum” of 
devastating cuts and 
anti-worker “reforms”. 

And with billions due 
in repayments between 
February and August, it 
says any extension will have 
similar strings attached. 

Radical left party Syriza 
was resoundingly voted 
in because it wants to 
renegotiate this debt. 
Anti-capitalists want to go 
further and refuse to pay. 

Politicians and bankers 
across Europe argue this 
would be a disaster. 

The worst of them fall back 
on nasty national stereotypes. 
They paint Greeks as lazy 
and irresponsible, sponging 

off the more sensible folk 
in northern Europe. 

But Greek workers had 
some of the longest working 
hours in Europe, and for 
relatively low wages. 

They didn’t create the debt. 


Military 

The Greek government 
spent more of its budget 
on the military than any 
other European country. 

And the rich wriggled out 
of £10 billion a year in tax. 

But by far the biggest 
source of debt was from the 
financial speculators who 
poured loans into Greece 
after it joined the euro. 

After the global crash, 
the bailouts made sure 
they got back what they'd 
gambled. Ordinary people 
were then left with the bill. 

Defenders of this debt warn 
of disaster if it isn’t paid. 

The ECB argues that 
Greece could be kicked 
out of the euro. 

There is nothing it can do 
to stop Greece using whatever 
currency it chooses, any more 
than it could stop Kosovo and 
Montenegro from adopting 
the euro unilaterally. 

But Greece should leave 
the euro and reinstate its 
own currency rather than 


SYRIZA LEADER Tsipras wants to renegotiate the debt 


Greece owes £188 billion to 
the “Troika” 


It ended up with this debt 
after receiving “bailout” 
loans followng the financial 
crash 

The bailouts came with 


harsh austerity measures to 
be imposed on workers 


Now the bosses are 
demanding that Greece 
pays back the loans 


But workers shouldn't 
have to pay for the bankers’ 
crisis 


be bullied by the ECB. 

Others warn that investors 
and bankers will pull all their 
money out of the country. 

Already billions are being 
taken out of Greek banks. 

But there’s no reason 
to leave the banks to their 
own devices. They could 
be nationalised, and capital 
controls put in place to stop 
the rich looting the economy. 

Some ruling class 
commentators recognise 
that the debt isn’t fair. 

But they say letting the 


Ordinary 
people were 
left with the 
bill after the 
financial crash 


Greeks off would only pass 
the cost onto taxpayers 

in other countries. That 
wouldn’t be fair either. 

These are crocodile tears 
from the people who have 
spent five years telling 
workers everywhere to suffer 
to pay for their crisis. 

They aren’t afraid of 
making workers in other 
countries suffer to resolve 
the economic crisis. 

They aren’t even afraid 
of unpaid debts. Britain 
still hasn’t paid back all 
of its loans relating to 
the First World War. 


Impossible 

Many recognise that it 
will be impossible to get 
everything Greece owes. 

They would rather write off 
some to make sure of getting 
the rest—if they can do it on 
their own punishing terms. 

They are really afraid of 
what will happen if others 
follow the Greeks’ example 
and refuse to pay as well. 

Economists call this “moral 
hazard”. But socialists see 
it as the way to both show 
solidarity with Greece and 
solve the crisis elsewhere. 

Socialist MPs in 
Ireland argue for 
defaulting on the debt. 

Imagine if Podemos, 
the radical new party 
leading the polls in Spain, 
pledged to default if it is 
elected in December. 

It would make it 
absolutely clear that this 
isn’t about Greeks against 
other Europeans—it’s about 
workers refusing to pay, and 
putting the bill back to the 
bankers and the super-rich. 
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Tories lose data on police victims 


ad ANNETTE MACKIN 


THE MINISTRY of Justice (MoJ) 
has announced that key information 
relating to three high profile 
killings has been lost in the post. 

The MoJ said last week that 
two discs relating to inquiries 
into the deaths of Azelle Rodney, 
Mark Duggan and Robert Hamill 
went missing in early January. 

All three men were killed 
either at the hands of the police 
or in circumstances sparking 
accusations of police collusion. 

Their deaths led to outcry, 
and officials were forced to 
set up judge-led inquiries 
to probe the killings. 

Cops say they have taken 
“necessary steps” to ensure 
the protection of any officers 
named in the documents. 

Family members of the 
men are outraged. 

Mark Duggan was shot 
by police in 2011. 

His aunt Carole Duggan said, 
“The criminal justice system 
went out of its way to protect 
the identities of the officers who 
killed Mark, issuing all manner 
of reporting restrictions and 
anonymity orders in court. 

“Now we learn that this 


[_] Yes, I'd like to be a member 
[_] Please send me some information 


Return to SWP membership department, PO Box 42184, 
London SW8 2WD. Phone 020 7819 1172 
Email membership@swp.org.uk 


= 


= = 
Carole Duggan (centre) joins a protest for justice for people who died in police custody 


apparently sensitive information 
has been ‘lost in the post’ at 
the Ministry of Justice. 

“How did this file go missing? 
And why? Scotland Yard and 
the ministry have questions to 


JOIN THE 


ANTHONY 


Azelle Rodney was shot 
by police in 2005. 

A police marksman only 
known as E7 is due to stand 
trial for his murder. 

Azelle’s mother Susan 
Alexander said the loss of 
the files was “shocking news 
and very disappointing”. 

She added, “My lawyers are 
in contact with the Ministry of 
Justice on my behalf to establish 
exactly what data from the case 
—and particularly that relates 
personally to me—is on the 
discs that have gone missing.” 


INJUSTICE 


GRAING ER An innocent man on death row 


FREO BY G.M.P in Texas is facing execution 


Portadown, Northern Ireland, 


O07 00 Boue | @The state of Texas has 


scheduled the killing of Rodney 
Reed for 5 March 


@His family and supporters are 
asking for international solidarity 
for their campaign to free him 


Picture: Sociatist WoRKER @His brother Rodrick told 


Socialist Worker, “When you have 
people who reach out and offer 


answer if we are ever going to 
get to the bottom of why Mark 
was shot dead while unarmed 
and surrendering to police.” 
Robert Hamill was beaten 
to death by a loyalist mob in 


in 1997. His death was referred 
to an inquiry after claims of 
security forces collusion. 

His family said they were 
“dismayed” at the loss of the discs. 


support, it’s very powerful. It 
keeps me going.” 


@For the full story go to 
socialistworker.co.uk 
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‘I feel much better after 


I left the Labour Party’ 


Sadie Robinson spoke to former Labour Party members who left the party in disgust at its 
refusal to take on Tory cuts, and found a new home to fight for an alternative to austerity 


THE MAIN parties standing in this 
year’s general election are offering 
very little to ordinary people in 
Britain. All of them support cuts 
and have whipped up racism. 

Many Labour Party supporters 
will rightly be sickened by Labour 
leader Ed Miliband’s failure to offer 
a real alternative. 

And some are concluding that the 
only way to offer one is to leave. 

Wayne Naylor is a councillor in 
Leicester. He ran into a dispute with 
the Labour machine after demand- 
ing the party take action to help 
local people with council tax and 
rent arrears. 

“We were told—just focus on 
winning the next election,” he 
explained to Socialist Worker. 

“But when you start to put people 
second, you have to question what 
the point of it is.” 

Wayne joined Labour in the early 
2000s and went on to become a 
Labour councillor. 


Refused 

He had hoped Labour would stand 
up for ordinary people—but refused 
to stay when he realised it would 
not. 

“It makes me feel sad,” he said. 
“Tt wasn’t me that changed—it was 
the party. People would ask me, 
‘Why are you doing this?’ when 
Labour was making cuts. 

“T couldn’t answer them. And that 
eats away at you. You've got to be 
able to sleep at night.” 

Wayne and another coun- 
cillor, Barbara Potter, formed 
the Leicester Independent 
Councillors Against Cuts. 
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LABOUR LEADER’S commitment to cuts is failing to inspire many of its members 


The group is now working with 
the Trade Unionist and Socialist 
Coalition (TUSC). 

Kevin Bennett, a councillor in 
Warrington, Cheshire, left Labour 
last week to back TUSC. 

Like Wayne, he had argued that 
Labour should oppose cuts. 

In particular he questioned the 


Labour council’s decision to out- 
source adult and social care. 

The party’s response was to sus- 
pend him. 

“I wasn’t prepared to go along 
with it anymore,” he told Socialist 
Worker. 

“I had had enough. I’d been bul- 
lied since 2010 for opposing cuts 


and I felt like I had done my time.” 

Kevin resigned from the party 
last week. “I feel much better after 
leaving,” he said. 

“It’s like a weight has been lifted 
from my shoulders. 

“You think you’re going into 
a party of working people when 
you join Labour. 


“But when I walked into 
the Labour group room I felt 
like ’'d walked into a room of 
Independents.” 

Kevin said not everyone wel- 
comed the news. 

“The Unite union isn’t happy,” he 
said. 

“They'd supported me and kept 
me in the Labour Party. 

“They keep saying they want 
change, but what kind of change is 
it if you support people who do the 
same as the Tories?” 

Many more Labour supporters 
will wish the party would change 
tack, but also fear leaving the 


party. 


Daunting 
But Wayne and Kevin argue that it 
isn’t as daunting as it might seem. 

“When you step out of the Labour 
Party it feels like you’re falling off a 
cliff,” said Wayne. 

“But you very quickly find out 
that there’s a very big pillow wait- 
ing at the bottom. 

“Lots of people will support you 
because they are crying out for a 
change. 

“Joining one of the socialist 
groups is not such a big step—and 
there’s never been a better time.” 

Kevin added, “I’ve already had 
people contact me saying, ‘We’ll 
help you’. 

“People are saying that I’ve 
stuck by my principles. My family 
and friends have all said, ‘Good on 
you’. 

“It’s liberating. There is life out- 
side the Labour Party.” 
tusc.org.uk 


"Greece has given us some hope—there can be an alternative’ 


LO PETE SMITH, mayor of 
Ved Walsall in the West 
Midlands, is just the 

latest in 
a line of 


Pete Smith 


ex-Labour Party members 
backing TUSC in the general 
election. 

Pete was a member of 
the Labour Party but 
formed the Democratic 
Labour Party during 
the 1990s. 

He told Socialist 
Worker, “The Labour 
Party has betrayed 
working class people. 


Myth 

“It’s now like a Tory 

party mark two. It’s a 
myth to think there’s a real 

choice between Labour and 


the Tories in the election. 

“Labour wants to put a 
sticking plaster on capitalism. 

“But as socialists 
we want to change the 
system, not save it.” 

Pete said it isn’t easy 
to mount a challenge to 
the mainstream parties— 
but that many people 
definitely want to see one. 

That’s why he is now 
considering standing as 
a TUSC candidate. 

“We need candidates who 
are committed to opposing 
austerity,” he said. 

“It is going to be difficult. 


It’s like David versus 

Goliath—the main parties are 

established, and they’ve got 

money and infrastructure. 
“But the phrase that 

resonates on the doorstep 

is ‘they’re all the same’. 
“We’ve got to get across 

the message that there 

is an alternative.” 


Possible 

Pete added that it is possible 

for left groups to win support, 

despite the odds being 

stacked against them. 
“Greece has given us 

some hope,” he said. 


‘An anti-austerity message 
there built up from nothing 
to where it is today. 

“Obviously Britain isn’t 
the same as Greece. 

“But if we can get a 
momentum going 
people will 
increasingly 
feel more 
confident that 
there can be an 
alternative.” 
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IN BRIEF 


Freedom Riders 
brush off Labour 


SOME 40 South Yorkshire 
Freedom Riders protested 
outside a South Yorkshire 
Region Combined Authority 
meeting in Barnsley on 
Monday of this week. 

They are angry at the 
body’s failure to spend 
any of its £12 million-plus 
reserves on subsidising free 
train travel for older people. 
Instead they are sacking staff. 

Protesters brought brushes 
and brooms to the protest. 

Campaigner George Arthur 
said, “We want to tell Labour 
councillors we will brush 
aside their failure to resist the 
Tories.” 
Dave Gibson 


Protesters say no 
to Immigration St 


LOCAL RESIDENTS and 

supporters travelled from 

the Derby Road area 

of Southampton to the 

headquarters of Channel 4 

in London to protest at the 

filming of Immigration Street. 
Most local people don’t 

want the programmes to be 

made. Protesters felt they 

would portray migrants as the 

source of problems and stir 

up division. 

lan Hogg 


Activists shut down 
shops in Edinburgh 


ANTI-WORKFARE protesters 
shut down two Edinburgh 
charity shops last Saturday. 

Many passers-by expressed 
support. The action was 
organised by the Edinburgh 
Coalition Against Poverty and 
the Industrial Workers of the 
World. 


New group to take 
on social care cuts 


AROUND 100 people 
attended the Glasgow 
Care Crisis conference last 
Saturday. 

The group was formed 
by service users, Support 
workers and activists angry at 
social care cuts. 

Labour and Scottish 
National Party councillors 
were challenged over the 
cuts. A future meeting will 
discuss legal and direct 
action. 


Ferry strike is off 
after new deal 


THE UNITE union has 
declared victory against 
privateer Briggs Marine ina 
ispute at the Woolwich Ferry 
in south east London. 

It called off a strike 

anned for Wednesday of 

is week. 

Bosses agreed to stick to 
heir sick pay policy, and cut 
use of agency staff by giving 
permanent workers overtime. 
The 26 Unite members on 
he ferry had voted to strike 
by 100 percent. 

The dispute was also over 
pay disparity, which will now 
be looked into. 


Q. 
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FBU UNION members march against austerity last year. They voted overwhelmingly for 
strikes—but union leaders have retreated from action 


Picture: Guy SMALLMAN 


Get the strikes back 
on to defend pensions 


Dy ANNETTE MACKIN 


THE FBU union’s recall 
conference next Tuesday 
comes at a critical point in the 
firefighters’ pension dispute. 

A new hated pension scheme 
is set to be implemented in 
April. Firefighters will be 
expected to work a further five 
years until they are 60. 

If they fail to maintain 
fitness standards and retire 
earlier, they could lose up to 
half their pension or face the 
sack. 

The government has 
admitted that 66 percent will 
not meet required fitness 
levels. 

Firefighters have shown 
they are willing to fight. They 
have struck over 30 times, 
including on 10 July last year 
with 1.5 million other workers. 

Fire bosses were under 
real pressure when workers 


DEFENCE WORKERS 


escalated to four days of strikes 
last summer. 

But the union leadership 
failed to call more walkouts 
and went into talks with the 
fire minister. 

The stop and start nature of 
the dispute stalled momentum. 

Bosses sacked FBU national 
executive member Ricky 
Matthews last year and 
locked out firefighters in 
Buckinghamshire. 

The union’s failure to 
respond with escalated action 
added to bosses’ confidence. 

Yusuf Timms is FBU south 
west London area secretary. 

He told Socialist Worker, 
“The campaign on pensions 
needs to be a serious fight 
backed up with serious 
industrial action to win. 

“Some 79 percent voted for 
strikes over pensions. But too 
often it seemed the leadership 
has taken the lead from the 
21 percent who voted no.” 


The leadership has outlined 
key tasks to discuss at the 
conference 

These include lobbying 
politicians, demanding Labour 
pledges to improve pensions 
and considering further 
industrial action. 

Yusuf said, “We also need 
to address the impact of our 
union leaders’ actions on 
the fighting confidence of 
members. 

“We must demand union 
leaders campaign for and call 
strikes—or we must replace 
them with union leaders who 
will. 

“We must insist there 
can be no deal without the 
full reinstatement of Ricky 
Matthews or anyone else ina 
similar position.” 

@FBU Fightback meeting— 
what’s the next step for the 
FBU? Monday 9 February, 
7pm, Waldorf Hotel, Gore St, 
Manchester M1 3AQ 


Vote no to bosses’ offer says DSG worker 


we DAVE SEWELL 


A BALLOT of Unite union 
members at Defence Support 
Group (DSG) has been 
extended until Thursday of 
next week. 

Bosses have offered a 
£1,250 lump sum after a 
series of strikes over pay last 
year. 

DSG repairs and maintains 
military equipment for the 
Ministry of Defence (MoD). 

Its land division is set to 
be sold to new private bosses 
Babcock on 1 April. 


Brett Davis, Unite 
convenor at DSG Donnington, 
told Socialist Worker he had 
been arguing to reject the 
deal. 

“Make no mistake, there’s 
an offer on the table that 
wouldn’t be there if we 
hadn’t taken action. It shows 
action can win,” he said. 

“If we reject there will be 
no going back—we'll have to 
fight to win. 

“That means everyone 
on the picket line, getting 
coachloads of us down to 
the MoD and Babcock to 
protest.” 


Fighting back has made 
workers stronger. 

Unite’s initial industrial 
action ballot went out to 
just under 800 workers. The 
ballot on the offer goes to 
around 1,000. 

The Prospect union has 
accepted the new offer, but 
the PCS union remains in 
dispute and could join further 
strikes. 

@DSG Socialist Worker 
readers’ meeting on the 
elections in Greece— 
Wednesday 4 February, 
7.30pm, The Pheasant Inn, 
Market Street, Wellington 


Taking on state racism 


y CELIA HUTCHISON 


“WHAT WE need to do,” 
Patrisse Cullors told us, 
“4s to shut shit down”. 

She added that we should 
not accept that police killing of 
black people is normal. 

Patrisse is a leading member 
of Black Lives Matter, and 
was speaking at the Ferguson 
Solidarity Tour meeting in 
Manchester on Thursday of 
last week. 

She shared a platform with 
campaigners Janet Alder and 
Carole Duggan along with 
young black activists. 

The Tour aims to build 
solidarity for protesters in 
Ferguson and across the US, 
and to renew support for those 
in Britain fighting injustice. 

Janet Alder’s brother 
Christopher was killed in police 


custody. Carole Duggan’s 
nephew Mark was shot dead 
by the police. 

Carole told us how Mark 
had been said to be a gangster 
and drug dealer. He was 
neither. “But how bad do you 
have to be for it to be OK to 
shoot you down in the street?” 
she asked. 

The meeting debated how 
to link to workplace struggle. 
Socialists argued that the fight 
against racism is part of the 
struggle against the capitalism. 

When someone asked how 
we can empower ourselves, 
Janet Alder said we take direct 
action—and start to lose our 
fear. 

The Rage Against Racism 
demonstration on 21 March 
is key. A mobilising meeting 
for Greater Manchester on 25 
February will discuss how to 
build it as big as possible. 


MIGRANT WORKERS 


THE UNITE union and 
Implicated Theatre launched 
graphic novel A Tale of Two 
Cities on Tuesday of last week. 
It is part of a drive to 
organise hotel workers, 
many of who are migrants. 
The launch was a theatre 
production based on scenes 
from Unite rep Barbara 
Pokryszka’s cartoon strip. 
Several international 
hotel chains promised 
to phase in the London 
Living Wage after the 2012 
Olympics. Needless to say 
we are still fighting for it. 


The novel describes 
how difficult it is to fight 
for your rights if you don’t 
rely on your colleagues. 
Sancho 


MMORE THAN 20 people 
attended a meeting of the 
Bfawu bakers’ union in 
Leicester last Sunday. 

It was part of a 
recruitment drive of 
migrant workers who work 
in the food industry. 

Workers attended from the 
Tulip factory in Coalville. 
Cath and Jackie Lewis 


CLEANERS 


Cleaners fight 


y RAYMIE KIERNAN 


CLEANERS AT the School of 
Oriental and African Studies 
(Soas) are set to protest as the 
college’s governing body meets 
on Wednesday of this week. 

It is the culmination of 
a week of action in their 
campaign to be brought back 
in-house. 

The Unison union members 
are employed by outsourcing 
giant ISS. Strikes last year won 
improved pensions, holiday and 
sick pay entitlement. 

But cleaners’ Unison rep 
Consuelo told Socialist Worker, 
“The injustice continues. 


Picture: TeRRY McGratH 


ISS ‘injustice’ 

“The company is still treating 
us with disrespect and ignoring 
our complaints. 

“They are always trying 
to find ways around our 
agreements and still favour 
some workers over others. 

“But we are still strong.” 

Around 80 people joined a 
rally last week to launch the 
week of action, which included 
linking with other Soas workers 
fighting pay inequality. 

Consuelo said, “The only 
way to resolve this is for Soas 
to bring the cleaners back in- 
house. 

“We call on all our 
supporters to join our protest 
and put the pressure on.” 


Get your reports and pictures to us by 12 noon on Monday 
Post PO Box 42184, London SW8 2WD Phone 020 7819 1180 Email reports@socialistworker.co.uk 
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GALLERY WORKERS 


Five-day strike says 
no to privatisation 


oe ANNETTE MACKIN 


WORKERS AT the National 
Gallery in central London 
began a five-day strike on 
Tuesday of this week. 

The workers, members 
of the PCS union, are furi- 
ous at plans to outsource 
400 out of 600 jobs to a pri- 
vate company. 

Gallery bosses announced 
plans last summer to priva- 
tise most workers, including 
those who guard the art- 
works and help visitors. 

CIS Security wants to 
take over the running of the 
gallery, and is being paid 
approximately £500,000 for 
the task. 

This will lead to a fall in 
pay and working conditions, 
and will force staff to leave. 


Profits 

The private company plans 
to make its profits by driving 
down pay. 

Last month CIS was 
brought in to run the gallery’s 
Sainsbury wing for the rest of 
the year. 

Workers say this is a move 
to intimidate them. 

The walkout comes after a 
94 percent vote to strike on a 
62 percent turnout. 


The union is also 
campaigning for the 
London Living Wage. 


PICKETS AT the National Gallery in London 


The National Gallery is 
the only national museum in 
London to not pay the mini- 
mum wage to its workers. 
@Donate to the strike fund: 
Sort code 086001 
Account no 20169002. 

Or send cheques to Culture 
Sector Hardship Fund, c/o PCS 
North West Regional Centre, 


ENVIRONMENT 


Unions shouldn't do the 
work of fracking bosses 


AROUND 250 protesters 
with a contingent of tractors 
rallied against fracking 
outside Lancashire county 
council in Preston last week. 

They wanted it to deny 
fracking company Cuadrilla 
permission to frack in two 
nearby sites, as council 
planning officers had 
recommended. 

The next day the 
BBC’s Question Time 
programme was a target 
for anti-fracking protests in 
Wrexham, north Wales. 

These are just some 
examples of the groundswell 
of anger against fracking 
and its threat to safety and 
the climate. 

But the GMB union’s 
leadership is putting itself 
on the wrong side. It held a 


conference in Blackpool on 
last Saturday to “debate” 
fracking and put the line out 
to its members. 

GMB officials hold up 
fracking as the alternative 
to importing gas from 
countries with worse 
workers’ and environmental 
protection than Britain. 

It points out that many of 
its members work in the gas 
and oil industries. 

But there’s no substance 
to promises that fracking 
will create more jobs than 
renewables. And where gas 
and oil workers in Britain do 
have protections, it comes 
from standing up to the 
energy bosses. 

Instead the union is 
doing the bosses’ work for 
them. 


Jack Jones House, 1 Islington, 
Liverpool L3 8EG. 

Sign the petition against 
privatisation at 
bit.ly/NoNGselloff. 

Contact your MP asking 
to support Early Day Motion 
300, which opposes the 
privatisation. action.pcs. 
org.uk/page/speakout/no- 


OIL WORKERS 


Picture: Guy SMALLMAN 


privatisation-at-the-national- 
gallery. 

Workers plan to hold a 
public meeting after the strike 
in parliament to raise their 
concerns with the privatisation 
plans. 

Tuesday 10 Feb, 
6.30pm, House of Commons, 
Committee Room 6 


Bosses dangerous cuts 


POLITICIANS AND offshore 
oil bosses met in Aberdeen, 
Scotland, on Monday of this 
week to discuss more tax 
breaks to “save” the industry 
following a slump in oil prices. 

Industry bosses have laid off 
hundreds of workers in recent 
months, blaming the drop in 
oil prices. 

But North Sea offshore 
worker Ian told Socialist 
Worker it is just an excuse 
to force through changes to 
working conditions. And it is 
an attack on safety. 

“There is a lot of resentment 
about this,” he said. 

The two weeks on, three 
weeks off shift system worked 
by directly employed staff is 
being changed to three on, 
three off. 

“Tt took a long time to 
improve from the two-on, 
two-off historic rota, bearing 
in mind Norway has two-on, 
four-off and always had better 
conditions,” Ian added. 


“The companies have 
wanted to impose these shift 
patterns for a long time,” 

But a Health and Safety 
Executive commissioned study 
in 2010 found that the risk of 
severe injuries occurred when 
working on the third week off. 

“These are short-sighted 
cuts and will make a dangerous 
job worse. We should stand up 
and resist them,” said Ian. 
@lan’s name has been 
changed. Longer version online 
at socialistworker.co.uk 


Barnsley College workers 
agree to escalate action 


WORKERS AT Barnsley College 
ended a three-day strike on 
Monday of this week. All three 
days were well-supported 

with over 30 members 
picketing at different times. 

The UCU union members are 
fighting a restructure that would 
downgrade jobs, drive down 
pay and bring in performance- 
related pay. 

Solidarity flooded in to the 
picket lines. Sheffield Hallam 
UCU brought a collection 
and their banner as did both 
Barnsley Trades Council and 
Barnsley NUT. Many more 
branches have pledged support. 

Striker Andrea said, “The 
solidarity is uplifting. It shows 
us we are not alone. I addressed 
a meeting of London UCU 
activists last Saturday and got 
a fantastic reception. They 
collected over £270 for us and 
promised to organise a speaking 
tour of London colleges when 
we are next on strike.” 

Workers have agreed to 


escalate to a four-day strike this 
month and five days next month 
if bosses don’t back down. 

Striker Sharon said, “Morale 
in the college is low. But we are 
really standing together on the 
picket line. The prospect of our 
four-day strike will really worry 
management.” 

Striker Tim agreed. “We are 
determined to resist now. There 
is a belief that we can fight and 
that we can force the college 
bosses to change course.” 

The strike coincided wtih a 
24-hour walkout over job cuts at 
Sheffield College on Thursday 
of last week. 

UCU president Liz Lawrence 
joined the picket line in 
Barnsley on Monday. She told 
Socialist Worker, “The disputes 
in Barnsley and Sheffield are 
very important for UCU. 

“For students to get a good 
quality education requires 
lecturers to be on good quality 
pay and conditions.” 

Dave Gibson 


UCU ELECTIONS 


ELECTIONS ARE on in the 
UCU union at a time when 
further and higher education 
is under savage attack. 
Workers face job cuts, 
course closures, privatisation 
and bullying bosses. Yet 
their UCU leaders recently 
retreated from a fight to 
defend workers’ pensions. 
UCU Left, which Socialist 
Workers Party members 
are part of, is standing 


several candidates who want 
a fighting union that can 
defend education. 
Candidates for the union’s 
national executive committee 
are Allister MacTaggart, 
Amy Jowett, Carlo Morelli, 
Mandy Brown, Marion Hersh, 
Nina Doran, Pura Ariza 
and Rhiannon Lockley. The 
election ends on 27 February. 
@Go to uculeft.org for election 
materials 


Protests for free education 


STUDENTS HELD protests 
demanding free education 
in towns and cities across 
Britain last Saturday. 

Protests were held in 
Warwick, Norwich, Leicester, 
Bath, Brighton and Sheffield. 

As many as 100 people 
joined marches in Brighton 
and Bath town centres. 

And 60 protesters, 
including Trade Unionist and 
Socialist Coalition (TUSC)- 
supporting councillor Wayne 
Naylor, joined the march 
in Leicester. Around 60 
student activists attended the 
Student Assembly Against 


Marching for education 


Austerity national convention 
in London on the same day. 
They agreed on a “student 
manifesto”, and declared 
support for the Stand up to 
Racism protest on 21 March. 


LEGAL CAMPAIGNS 


Call to boycott law summit 


THE JUSTICE Alliance 
has called on lawyers to 
boycott the Global Law 
Summit in protest at the 
government’s legal policies. 
The Ministry of 
Justice (MoJ) plans to 
commemorate the 800th 
anniversary of Magna Carta 
with the law summit. 
But the Justice Alliance, 
along with the London 
Criminal Courts Solicitors’ 


Association (LCCSA), 
has put on an alternative 
event on the same night. 
Activists are calling on 
lawyers to attend the Not 
the Global Law Summit 
event instead to protest at 
the government’s attacks on 
legal aid. 
@Mon 23 Feb, 6.30pm, Union 
Chapel, Compton Ave, London 
N1 2XD. Tickets available at 
bit.ly/lyuVGaM 
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JOIN PROTESTS 


TO STOP NAZIS 


by ANNETTE MACKIN 
SS 8323 


PROTESTS IN Oxford and 
Dudley this week will be 
key in the fightback against 
racism and Islamophobia. 

The racist English Defence 
League (EDL) plans to pro- 
test against the building of a 
so-called “super mosque” in 
Dudley on Saturday. 

This will be just two days 
after the French fascist Front 
National leader Marine Le 
Pen is set to speak at the 
Oxford Union. 

Both Le Pen and the EDL 
want to stoke up division, 
and build on the rise of 
Islamophobia that has fol- 
lowed the Paris killings last 
month. 

But anti-fascists are gear- 
ing up to stop them. In 
Dudley, Black Country Unite 
Against Fascism (UAF) has 
organised a counter-protest. 

Trade unionists and 
activists are organising to 
come from Birmingham, 
Stoke, Telford, Walsall 
and Wolverhampton to the 
demonstration. 

Shaziya from Birmingham 
urged anti-fascists to join 
the counter-protest. She told 


LONDON BUSES 


SOME 200 people marched through Newport in Gwent last Saturday to counter a protest by the fascist 
Welsh Alliance. The racists didn’t appear. 


Socialist Worker, “It’s impor- 
tant to highlight what is 
happening in Europe, espe- 
cially France and Greece 
with the rise in Islamophobic 
attacks. 


“We don’t want it to get to 
a stage where people cannot 
openly worship, where they 
are demonised in the press 
and on the streets.” 

Jerry Langford of Dudley 


UAF said the EDL will be 
opposed wherever they go in 
the town. 

“Anti-racists should see this 
as the reason to get to Dudley 
on Saturday to make clear the 


EDL’s vision of racial division 
is rejected by everyone,” he 
told Socialist Worker. 
Anti-fascists in Dudley 
should be inspired by 
the victory over the Nazi 


Welsh Alliance in Newport 
last Saturday. Around 200 
people marched through the 
city to stop the racists, who 
failed to turn up. 

UAF is also calling on anti- 
fascists to be prepared to 
mobilise in Stamford Hill in 
north London on 22 March. A 
small fascist organisation has 
called an Antisemitic protest 
in the area. 

In Oxford, UAF activists 
have organised a protest out- 
side the Oxford Union on the 
night Le Pen is due to speak. 

More than 300 people have 
signed a statement in opposi- 
tion to Le Pen speaking. 

Labour councillor John 
Tanner said, “The Oxford 
Union debating club should 
not be giving a platform to 
extreme right wing politi- 
cians like Marine Le Pen.” 

Joint secretary of UAF 
Weyman Bennett told a rally 
in Oxford last week, “We 
must stop modern fascists. 
They said Hitler was entitled 
to free speech and it ended in 
the gas chambers.” 


Oxford—assemble Thursday 

5 February, 5pm, Oxford Union 
Dudley—assemble Saturday 

7 February, llam, Stone Street. 
uaf.org.uk 


Escalating strikes for equal pay on buses set to drive bosses up the wall 


by RAYMIE KIERNAN 
SS i} 


OVER 20,000 London 

bus drivers were set to 

strike on Thursday of this 

week in their campaign to 

win equal pay across the 

capital’s 18 bus operators. 
It is the first of three 

24-hour strikes this 

month as the Unite union 

increases the pressure 

on the bosses to agree to 

sector-wide negotiations. 
Drivers doing the same 

job, driving the same route 

for the same company, 

are paid different wages. 

There are 80 pay rates and 

over £3 an hour difference. 
A solid walkout last 


Strikers at Westbourne Park last month PICTURE: SOCIALIST WORKER 


month shut down at least 
three quarters of services 
and showed the immense 
power drivers have. 

It rattled the companies 
and Transport for London 
(TfL), which controls 
London’s bus services. 

Attempts to weaken the 
action and divide drivers by 
saying some have more to 
lose and less to gain than 
others are not working. 

John, a driver at 
Westbourne Park, told 
Socialist Worker this was 
“fear-laden propaganda”. 

He said, “Nobody is 
talking about wages 
going down except 
the companies.” 

As companies cut costs 


to compete for routes 

from TfL, drivers’ pay 

and conditions suffer. 
Yet TfL insists the 

dispute is nothing 

to do with it. 


Stand 
Tower Transit Unite rep 
Hanafi told Socialist 
Worker, “They are trying it 
on because they think the 
drivers are not going to 
stand up and be counted.” 
He added, “TfL started 
this. They don’t care 
about the service. 
“Instead, they let the 
lowest bidder come in and 
snatch the drivers’ money. 
“TfL has to put one 
price on every route. 
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They can write into the 
contracts that all the 
drivers get the same pay. 

“It is not going to 
work unless TfL comes 
in and shifts it.” 

Drivers have to build on 
the strength of this strike. 

The walkouts on 13 
and 16 February could 
be an even bigger show 
of force that the bosses 
and TfL cannot ignore. 

“We have so much 
to gain,” said John. 

“Each £1 an hour 
uplift is equal to £2,500 
per year—compared 
to losing £500 or £600 
from striking. We can 
win this fight.” 

John’s name has been changed 


